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We have had several tremendous opportunities to celebrate our Alumni both here in Hawaii and 
in the region.  Over this past year, we’ve conducted 93 separate alumni events, engaging over 900 
alumni.  These engagements ranged from individual visits to major events of 100 or more alumni in 
20 different countries, including Bangladesh, Brunei, Cambodia, China, Fiji, Germany, India, Japan, 
Korea, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Singapore, 
Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Thailand and Vietnam.   What was most impressive to me about these alumni 
events was that the majority of them were planned and orchestrated by the alumni themselves.  
They were not merely networking receptions, but they included roundtable security discussions 
or panels of local security practitioners who shared their perspectives on the security issues and 
challenges that are most compelling to them.  See pictures in the Alumni News section of 
this magazine.  I regret I wasn’t able to attend each of these gatherings in person; the 
ones I was able to attend were truly uplifting.

In September, we hosted our Alumni Association workshop. This workshop 
brought together 54 participants, 45 of whom were alumni from 20 
countries. These Alumni Association and respective U.S. Country Team 
representatives demonstrated great energy, camaraderie and collabo-
ration over the course of the workshop.  See article on page 24-25. 

As a result of this workshop, each of the 20 country cohorts successfully developed 
actionable and measurable plans and processes to increase the effectiveness of their 
associations. The plans also specifically addressed ways to leverage the connection 
and communication between the alumni association, the Center and the U.S. 
Embassy staff.  They also developed criteria for successful alumni associa-
tions and successful Fellows Projects; they crafted processes for prepar-
ing Fellows for their DKI APCSS courses and sketched processes for 
mentoring and tracking alumni to project completion.

To further address the value of our Fellows Projects, workshop 
participants approved a new gold lanyard with red lettering, colors 
of Hawaiian royalty, to recognize and honor those alumni who have 
successfully implemented their project plans in addition to the comple-
tion certificates. We call this the “Laulima-Kulea Lanyard”; Laulima in 
Hawaiian meaning “many hands working together” and Kulea meaning 
“success.” DKI APCSS will award these new lanyards during upcoming 
alumni gathering events in the region.

We’ve completed some important first steps with this workshop. 
Now comes the hard work to build on this momentum.  Let’s continue 
working together to develop these initiatives into real-world, positive 
outcomes.  I am very excited to see what our alumni and our alumni 
groups will do next to help make our region and the world more 
peaceful, stable and prosperous.  We are poised to support contin-
ued development of alumni associations and groups—please let us 
know how we may assist.

Sincerely,

DKI APCSS Director Pete Gumataotao

D I R E C T O R
From the

Celebrating our alumni
Aloha and Hafa Adai!
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Dear alumni of the Daniel K. Inouye 
Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies  
(DKI APCSS):  Aloha and warm regards from 
Camp H.M. Smith, Hawai‘i. 

Tuvalu recently hosted the 50th Pacific 
Island Forum (PIF), where a U.S. delega-
tion from the National Security Council 
and Departments of State, Interior and 
Commerce, met alongside leaders from 18 
regional partners to discuss the complex 
issues and opportunities that unite Oceania.  
The theme of this year’s forum, “Securing 
our Future in the Pacific,” focused primar-
ily on driving greater global and regional 
action to combat climate change and 
protect our oceans.

During the PIF, Secretary of Interior 
David Bernhardt announced that the U.S. is 
increasing our contributions to the Pacific 
Islands, pledging $36.5 million in new 
foreign assistance.  This is in addition to the 
approximately $350 million annually that 
U.S. agencies invest in projects, assistance 
and operations to build a more prosperous 
future for Oceania.

The U.S. delegation at the PIF announced 
our commitment to the following actions:

• Enhancing Resilience to Environmental 
Challenges:  Improve drinking water 
quality and wastewater management, 
support weather forecasting water and 
infrastructure.

• Supporting Conservation of Coral Reefs:  
Expand coral reef conservation efforts 
within the region, including the Coral 
Reef Watch program.

• Preparing for Extreme Weather:  Support 
disaster risk reduction programs aimed 
at saving lives and reducing the impact of 
disasters.

• Responding to Disasters:  Work to raise 
the capacity of Pacific Island communi-
ties, governments and regional institu-
tions to mitigate and prepare for natural 
disasters.  In March, USAID provided 
FSM $17 million in assistance following 
Typhoon Wutip.

• Building Resilient Infrastructure and 
Expanding Connectivity:  Improve 
access to electricity and open, secure 
and reliable internet to help drive 
economic growth in the Pacific.  This 
includes a goal of reaching 70% electri-
fication in Papua New Guinea by 2030, 
over and above more than $6.3 billion 
already invested in the Freely Associated 
States to capitalize trust funds, improve 
infrastructure at utilities and schools, 
and deliver basic health and education 
services.

• Enhancing Good Governance:  Contrib-
ute $3 million to boost citizen partic-
ipation and promote transparency 
and accountability in elections and 
government.

• Enhancing Maritime Security:  Continue 
to increase presence in Oceania, conduct 
fisheries enforcement and support PIF 
Fisheries Agency operations.  The U.S. 
has 12 “shiprider” agreements with 
countries throughout Oceania, which 

allow local law enforcement officers to 
embark on U.S. Coast Guard vessels and 
board and search vessels suspected of 
violating laws or regulations.

• Building Capacity to Combat Illegal 
Fishing:  In April, the U.S. Coast Guard 
brought together officials from 10 Pacific 
Island countries for the first-ever U.S. and 
Pacific Islands Multilateral Fisheries Law 
Enforcement Symposium. 

Here at USINDOPACOM, we are putting 
the Indo-Pacific Strategy Report into action.  
The Department of Defense has increased 
regional security assistance by $24 million to 
enhance FAS capabilities to safeguard terri-
torial waters, conduct maritime and border 
security operations, counter drug trafficking 
and transnational organized crime and 
improve airport logistics.  Additionally, 
USINDOPACOM has pledged $13.2M in 
overseas humanitarian, disaster and civic 
aid (OHDACA) appropriation projects. We 
are conducting numerous mul tinational 
exercises across the region, to include U.S. 
Army Pacific Pathways, U.S. Navy Pacific 
Partnerships and U.S. Air Force Pacific Angel.  
Along with this, we are also increasing our 
civil affairs presence.

These commitments represent just a 
portion of U.S. investments and presence 
throughout Oceania.  Please continue the 
dialogue and send your questions and 
comments to DKI APCSS.  I look forward 
to enhancing my relationship with you and 
your governments as we work to solve the 
complex problems we face together.

 
My best regards, 
P. S. DAVIDSON 
Admiral, U.S. Navy

Indo-Pacific Commander’s Message
Originally published in the October 2019 DKI APCSS Alumni Newsletter

Adm. Philip S. Davidson, commander, U.S. 
Indo-Pacific Command, speaks to Fellows in the 
Comprehensive Crisis Management (CCM) Course 
19-1 in March 2019.
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The Honorable Randall G. Schriver, Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Indo-Pacific Security Affairs*, spoke about current 
US policies and challenges in the Indo-Pacific region as the latest 
guest speaker for the DKI Speaker Series held November 21, 2019.  
The event was co-hosted by DKI APCSS, the Daniel K. Inouye 
Institute (DKII), and the Foundation for the Asia-Pacific Center 
for Security Studies. 

Schriver spoke about the strategic competition between the 
U.S. and China as well as the three “Ps” as outlined in the 2019 
Indo-Pacific Strategy Report – “Preparedness, Partnerships, and 
Promoting a Networked Region.”  While discussing Partnerships 
and Allies, he spoke about the shared challenges of advancing a 
Free and Open Indo-Pacific.

He also discussed a variety of issues in the region including the 
North Korea challenge, Taiwan’s upcoming elections, the neces-
sity of upholding international rules-based order in the South 
China Sea, Southeast Asia and the importance of ASEAN, increas-
ing US engagement in Oceania, and the importance  of the Indian 
Ocean region.

More than 120 people attended the by-invitation-only DKI 
Speaker Series event.  Invitations to the event were extended to 
community members who are stakeholders on regional securi-
ty issues.  These include government, business, and academic 
experts, and members of organizations such as the Pacific Forum 
International and the East West Center.

The series contributes to the late Senator Inouye’s vision 
of Hawaii’s role in ensuring a secure, stable, and prosperous 
Indo-Pacific region. Senior officials and thought leaders have 
the opportunity to discuss their perspectives with community 
leaders, current and future, who represent Hawaii’s longstanding 
support of regional security and stability.

*ASD Shriver stepped down as Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Indo-Pacific Security Affairs as of 31 Dec 2019.

ASD Schriver 
highlights 2nd 
Speaker Series 
Event at DKI APCSS

The Honorable Randall G. Schriver, Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Indo-Pacific Security Affairs, with event hosts retired Rear 
Admiral Pete Gumataotao (DKI APCSS), Ms. Jennifer Sabas (DKII), 
and Mr. Gerald Sumida (Foundation for the Asia-Pacific Center for 
Security Studies).

DKI APCSS Director Pete Gumataotao and Mr. Schriver meets with Ken 
Inouye (right) prior to the event. .

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Indo-Pacific Security Affairs,  
Mr. Schriver discusses the Free and Open Indo Pacific Strategy to 
more than 120 guests who attended the event.
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Regional Security 
panel at the Pacific Air 
Chiefs Symposium 2019 

Hosted by U.S. Pacific Air Forces headquar-
ters at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, 
the panel was moderated by Director Pete 
Gumataotao and the panelists, Dr. Miemie 
Winn Byrd, Dr. Sungmin Cho and Prof. Shyam 
Tekwani, discussed key security challenges 
and trends in the Indo-Pacific region.  
Twenty-four Air Chiefs from countries 
around the region attended the Symposium. 

DKI APCSS Signs an MOU 
with Bangladesh Maritime University

DKI APCSS Director Pete Gumataotao and 
Commodore Mohammad Ziauddin Alamgir, 
Bangladesh Navy on Deputation to Educa-
tion Ministry, Dean, Faculty of Maritime 
Governance and Policy, sign a memorandum 

of understanding between the Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Maritime Universi-
ty, Bangladesh (BSMRMU) and DKI APCSS 
in the Center’s front office. The purpose 
of this MOU is to provide a framework for 

conducting programs of synergy between 
the participants, in order to promote a 
mutually beneficial relationship on the basis 
of shared interests.

Front row (left to right) Md. 
Kamal Hossain, University Grant 
Commission, Director, BSMRMU 
Chancellor Rear Adm. Khaled 
Iqbal, Director Pete Gumataotao, 
Commodore Mohammad Ziauddin 
Alamgir, Bangladesh Navy on 
Deputation to Education Ministry, 
Dean, Faculty of Maritime 
Governance and Policy and DKI 
APCSS Dean of Admissions and 
Business Operations Richard 
F. Sears. Back row: Prof. Wade 
Turvold, Dr. Ethan Allen, Mr. Jan 
Rumi, Honorary Consul, Bangladesh 
and Morocco and Dr. Lori Forman.
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Regional Engagement
At the invitation of Michael Odgers, Co-Manager  
(Australia) of The Bali Process on People Smuggling, 
Trafficking in Persons and related Transnational Crime 
(and TSC19-1 alumnus), DKI APCSS Deputy Director Jim 
Hirai participated in a workshop entitled, “The Bali Process 
Comprehensive Approaches for Addressing Mixed Migra-
tion by Sea.” The event consisted of a roundtable discussion 
and tabletop exercise held in Semarang, Indonesia August 
20-22, 2019. The trip to Indonesia provided the opportunity 
to conduct direct coordination with US Missions Jakarta 
and ASEAN, selected GOI ministries and with Indonesian 
alumni. While in Jakarta, he met with DKI APCSS alumni at 
a U.S. Embassy-hosted event.

DKI APCSS Director Pete Gumataotao moderates the 
Maritime Security panel Oct. 30 at the Galle Dialogue in  
Sri Lanka, consisting of Rear Adm. Hu Zhongming, Chinese 
PLA Navy, Vice Adm. l M.S.Pawar, Deputy Chief of Naval 
Staff, Indian Navy; Rear Adm. Oleg Apishev, Deputy Chief 
of Main Staff, Russian Federation, Navy Rear Adm. Grant 
Mager, Reserve Director, Maritime Operations, United 
States Pacific Fleet and Dr. David Brewster, National Securi-
ty College, Australian National University. The director also 
met with alumni associations in India and Sri Lanka.

DKI APCSS Director Pete Gumataotao visits Dr. Ganeshan 
Wignaraja, Executive Director at the Lakshman Kadir-
gamar Institute of International Relations and Strategic 
Studies, Sri Lanka Oct. 30. Director Gumataotao was in 
Sri Lanka to participate in the Galle Dialogues, invigorate 
alumni connections and to promote the Center curriculum.  

DKI APCSS Director Pete Gumataotao visited the Korea 
Institute for Maritime Strategy in early September to 
discuss the future of US-ROK alliance and its contribution 
to the stability of Indo-Pacific region. Here, he poses for a 
photo with members of the institute, which included two 
DKI APCSS alumni.
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DKI APCSS faculty members wrote the following articles and papers in their capacity as subject matter 
experts. The views expressed in these articles are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent those 
of the Department of Defense or the U.S. Government.  All listed writings are available online at apcss.org.

Indonesian female returnees and deportees 
 of ISIS: Security issues

In 2019, Ms. Mercedes Fitchett, a visiting scholar at the DKI APCSS, spent several months sharing her 
insights on how security practitioners can better respond to the terrorism threat posed by female ISIS 
supporters by understanding their motivations, techniques, tactics and procedures. Fitchett is a U.S. Air 
Force acquisition specialist with over 23 years of service, who graduated with a master’s degree from the 
National Defense University (NDU) in 2019. 

Humanitarian Assistance:  A Study Topic for All  
Security Practitioners

Today, all practitioners of international security should have a basic understanding of the 
international humanitarian system.  In December 2019 the United Nations Office for the Coordi-
nation of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) released its annual Global Humanitarian Overview 
(GHO) 2020.  According to this annual report, in 2020 nearly 170 million people worldwide need 
some form of humanitarian assistance and protection across more than 50 countries. 

 h See Page 11

 h See Page 37

Opinion: Maritime Security a Priority in the Region
Maritime security is becoming increasingly important in the Indo-Pacific region, and indeed globally.  

The sea is intimately connected with human and economic development, especially in the Indo-Pacif-
ic.  Maritime disputes, unlawful maritime claims, the continued explosion in trade by sea, increasingly 
effective maritime weapon systems, transnational crime, climate change and sea level rise dominate 
media headlines around the world.  These challenges, because they are associated with the sea, affect 
all countries and therefore pose universal danger.  

 h See Page 12

by Prof. Wade Turvold

by Dr. Inez Miyamoto

by Dr. Elizabeth Kunce

A Behind-the-Scenes Look at the Cyber Conflict Factbook
As cyber threats continue to expand and evolve, the DKI APCSS expanding its role in cybersecurity. All 

of the DKI APCSS courses now integrate cybersecurity into the curriculum. DKI APCSS faculty are also 
engaging with subject matter experts, who are actively working on cybersecurity challenges, to learn, 
share and collaborate. Dr. Eneken Tikk and Dr. Mika Kerttunen were at the George C. Marshall European 
Center for Security Studies in Garmish, Germany where they were giving lectures at a cybersecurity course 
in December 2019. 

 h See Page 13
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By Dr. Inez Miyamoto
 In 2019, Ms. Mercedes Fitchett, a visiting 

scholar at the DKI APCSS, spent several 
months sharing her insights on how 
security practitioners can better respond 
to the terrorism threat posed by female 
ISIS supporters by understanding their 
motivations, techniques, tactics and proce-
dures. Fitchett is a U.S. Air Force acquisition 
specialist with over 23 years of service, who 
graduated with a master’s degree from the 
National Defense University (NDU) in 2019. 

The NDU awarded Fitchett with the 
2019 Women, Peace and Security Research 
and Writing Award for increasing the 
understanding of women’s role in ISIS and 
highlighting how women defense and law 
enforcement officers can play a part in 
countering terrorism and violent extrem-
ists. Her award illustrates how a gendered 
perspective, combined with counterter-
rorism expertise, interpersonal skills and 
cultural access can provide meaningful 
contributions to the Women, Peace and 
Security initiative. 

Fitchett centered her research on 
Indonesia because it is the largest Muslim 
democracy, a role model for other nations 
as a non-permanent member in the United 
Nations (UN) Security Council, and a 
UN peacekeeping leader. As a student at 
NDU’s Eisenhower School, she received 
sponsorship from the U.S. INDOPACOM to 
travel to Indonesia in late 2018 / early 2019 
to conduct field research on the security 
threat of Indonesian female returnees and 
deportees of ISIS. 

Fitchett wanted to understand the role 
that Indonesian females played as part of 
ISIS, especially as they shifted from tradi-
tional “hidden” roles of fundraising and 
logistics to “visible” roles of social media 
content development, online recruitment, 
and suicide operations. This was the result 
of ISIS expanding roles for women across 
the spectrum -- spreading ISIS propaganda 
through social media, recruiting online to 
attract new followers, and planning and 
participating in suicide operations.  

The need for this work became shockingly 
clear in May 2018, when three suicide attacks 
occurred in Surabaya by Indonesian women 

accompanied by children. This was the first 
time in Indonesia that families engaged in 
suicide attacks. 

One of the reasons that the Government 
of Indonesia (GOI) had been unable to 
effectively counter the female ISIS threat 
in the past is because it relied on male law 
enforcement and security forces for counter-
terrorism and counter violent extremist 
(CT/CVE) operations. Males face obstacles 
in using traditional methods of monitoring, 
surveilling and tracking because of the 
Islamic concept of maharim that considers 
it sinful for a woman to interact with a man 
who is not part of her close-knit family. 
Fitchett’s research also revealed that one of 
the most effective ways to address the female 
ISIS threat is to mirror it by empowering 
the women in Indonesia’s law enforcement 
and military forces by training them for CT/
CVE operations.

Radicalization is a socialization process 
where an alternative (ISIS) social network 
engages the new recruit. Therefore, to 
decelerate the radicalization process, the 
GOI needs to engage female religious leaders 
or ulemas to challenge extremist discourse 
and utilize online communities to create 
safe, online spaces where curious people can 
read information about ISIS and the caliph-
ate. It can also leverage Indonesian female 
military and police officers to use CT/CVE 
activities against women ISIS supporters 
and to establish a deradicalization program 
specific to women. To prevent the pull back 
to extremist social networks, the GOI should 
help returnees and deportees to build an 
alternative social network of friends and 
supportive family members, including online 
in the digital space, which supports peace-
ful reintegration.

The GOI had separate programs for 
returnees and deportees because it believed 
the returnees posed a greater threat than 
deportees. Thus, the returnees underwent a 
deradicalization program run by the GOI’s 
National Counterterrorism Agency, and 
the deportees underwent a rehabilitation 
and reintegration program run by the GOI’s 
Ministry of Social Affairs. The Ministry of 
Social Affairs workers did not understand 
the power of extremist social networks to 

DKI APCSS prioritizes the US 
Government’s National Action 
Plan on Women, Peace and 
Security (WPS) as an imperative 
component of inclusion in the 
security sector. We are at the 
forefront of US Department of 
Defense efforts to further its 
objectives.

Women, Peace and Security 
is a global initiative to promote 
gender inclusive strategies in 
response to evolving national 
and transnational threats. The 
gendered innovations in policy 
formulation reflect the shift in 
the traditional understanding 
of state security in view of its 
relationship with community 
security. WPS is an emergent 
peace and security agenda 
advancing the critical role 

women play in defining, understand-
ing and addressing complex security 
challenges alongside men, as equal 
stakeholders. In acknowledging the 
importance of women’s participation in 
advancing these objectives, the United 
Nations Security Council (UNSC) unani-
mously adopted its landmark resolution 
1325 on Women, Peace and Security in 
October 2000. Since then, ten support-
ing resolutions have been adopted to 
promote the role of women in: conflict 
prevention and resolution, peace negoti-
ations, peacekeeping and peacebuild-
ing. Notably, the UN resolutions also 
highlight the important role men play 
in enabling the inclusive agenda across 
the tiers of government, civil society and 
grassroots communities.

Female Returnees Continued on next page
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Deportees of ISIS: Security Issues



Opinion:  
Maritime 
Security  

a Priority in 
the Region

By Prof. Wade Turvold
Maritime security is becoming increas-

ingly important in the Indo-Pacific region, 
and indeed globally.  The sea is intimately 
connected with human and economic 
development, especially in the Indo-Pacific.  
Maritime disputes, unlawful maritime 
claims, the continued explosion in trade by 
sea, increasingly effective maritime weapon 
systems, transnational crime, climate change 
and sea level rise dominate media headlines 
around the world. These challenges, because 
they are associated with the sea, affect 
all countries and therefore pose universal 
danger.  Addressing these challenges 
must therefore be an international effort.  
Maritime security is therefore international 
security, more so than national security, 
because the sea is a global commons and 
it is in the interests of all states to protect 
and defend it.  Nefarious activity at sea 
knows no boundaries.

Nowhere are maritime threats more acute 
than in the Indo-Pacific region.  Unresolved 
maritime disputes lead the list of geostrate-
gic concerns in this region.  Making matters 
worse, certain parties to these disputes 
have falsely claimed irrefutable control over 
the global commons and have brazenly 
disregarded international court rulings 
to the contrary.  These efforts are aimed 

at regional domination by a single party.  
Further confounding the issue are states 
that otherwise characteristically conform to 
international law which have been unable 
to resolve island sovereignty claims between 
them.  Increasing tension is the fact that 
many of these states are acquiring modern 
weapons systems and naval armaments, and 
militarizing the sea and its features.  These 
concerns have the potential to unintention-
ally and very rapidly move the region from 
one of competition to one of conflict.  But 
the concerns go beyond high-end geopo-
litical disputes.

Transnational crime is on the rise, and 
globalized criminal networks are using an 
ever more interconnected world to smuggle 
drugs, people, money, and counterfeit goods.  
These webs of criminals move precursor 
chemicals and finished narcotics throughout 
the Indo-Pacific, with many routes taking 

these materials through the Pacific Island 
Nations.  The Pacific island states, with little 
landmass but huge expanses of blue territo-
ry, and few resources, are at risk that both 
the drugs and the activity will negatively 
affect their population.  This unlawful activ-
ity is resulting in less healthy populations, 
increasing criminality, and decreasing 
economic growth.

Illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) 
fishing accounts for 20% of global fishing 
yields, and higher than that percentage in 
the Indo-Pacific region.  The same criminal 
networks involved in narcotics smuggling 
also fund and perpetrate fishing crime, 
and are sometimes state sponsored.  These 
offenders fish without license, disregard 
quotas on species, fish in prohibited areas, 
use illegal methods and transfer catch 
without authorization.  The result is rapidly 
declining global fish stocks, exacerbated by 
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influence the deportees; thus, instead of 
peacefully reintegrating, the number of 
Indonesian women deportees committing 
ISIS-inspired jihad operations in Indone-
sia increased. Moreover, there were no 
deradicalization programs designed specifi-
cally for women.

The key difference between returnees and 
deportees is whether or not they reached the 
caliphate: the returnees are those who made 
it to the caliphate, and the deportees are 
those who were apprehended in transit (e.g., 
Turkey and Singapore) and sent home prior 

to reaching the caliphate. The deportees 
were “frustrated travelers” who maintained 
their spirit for the religious migration to the 
caliphate to demonstrate their allegiance 
(hijra), whereas the returnees were often 
disillusioned because the caliphate failed to 
meet their expectation. 

Fitchett makes recommendations 
for the U.S. Government to increase its 
security against CT/CVE threats. To read 
her study, “Indonesia – Lessons Learned 
in Addressing the Security Threat from 
Female Returnees and Deportees of ISIS,” go 

to https://www.academia.edu/40011953/
Indonesia_-_Lessons_Learned_in_Address-
ing_the_Security_Threat_from_Female_
Returnees_and_Deportees_of_ISIS.  She was 
interviewed during the 2019 Doha Forum 
– her interview can be accessed at https://
youtu.be/vsheeKmdKLo. 

DKI APCSS will offer its annual, four-week 
Comprehensive Security Response to Terror-
ism Course from July 16, 2020 to August 14, 
2020. To obtain more information about the 
course visit https://apcss.org/courses/ or 
contact recruiter@apcss.org.

191114-N-HE318-1034 EAST CHINA SEA (Nov. 14, 2019) The Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS 
Antietam (CG 54) is underway conducting maritime security operations. Antietam is forward deployed 
to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations in support of security and stability in the Indo-Pacific region. (U.S. 
Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class William McCann)

Female Returnees  from pg. 11
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climate change, in a region that relies on 
seafood for much of its protein needs.

Climate change is perhaps the biggest 
long-term regional threat to maritime 
security because nowhere is climate change 
being felt more acutely than in the maritime 
environment.  Global warming, resultant 
higher ocean temperatures, increasing levels 
of atmospheric carbon dioxide, sea level 
rise, and ocean acidification are all affecting 
human security.  Climate change is produc-
ing more tropical cyclones, more extreme 
weather, coastal inundation, flooding, 
infrastructure damage, drought, destruction 
of reef habitats, collapsing fisheries, and 
human health impacts.  These impacts will 
affect the Indo-Pacific region as it is primari-
ly a maritime environment.

Because these maritime threats are 
affecting all states, it is unavoidable that all 
states must collaborate to address them.  No 
single state owns the oceans, all states do.  
The international community must therefore 
work together to enable success.  The U.S. 
and its regional allies, Australia, Japan, 
Korea, the Philippines and Thailand, along 
with others like Canada, France and the 
United Kingdom, are addressing the geopo-
litical threat.  So is ASEAN (Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations) as it progressively 
recognizes the scale of danger.  Increasingly, 
members of the Quadrilateral Security 
Dialogue between Australia, India, Japan and 
the United States are acting in the maritime 

to face the revisionist powers that seek to 
unlawfully claim ocean territory and the 
features in it.

States are also cooperating in many ways 
to address regional maritime challenges.  
Several ASEAN states have joined the Gulf of 
Thailand Initiative and taken a rules-based 
approach to upholding international law by 
focusing on cooperation, transparency and 
sharing of information.  Indonesia, Malaysia, 
and the Philippines are cooperating to 
address maritime crime in the Tri-Border 
Area to great effect.  And many states 
within the region are uniting to address 
the threat posed by illegal, unreported, and 
unregulated fishing.

The Pacific Island Forum’s Boe Declaration 
in 2018 reaffirmed the Pacific Island Nation’s 
pronouncement that climate change is the 
greatest threat to the livelihood, security, 
and well-being of the island states of the 
region.  These states are joined by others like 
Bangladesh, particularly at risk from climate 
change, which empowered the Bengabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Maritime University 
to address these threats to Bangladesh and 
the Indian Ocean region.  Regional states 
and NGOs are more regularly networking 
and collaborating to address the threat 
of climate change to the region.  At the 
forefront of these efforts is the United States 
as it safeguards its allies and partners, and 
reinforces the free and open Indo-Pacific idea 
in which all share in security and prosperity.

Maritime Security is everyone’s business 
because the sea is everyone’s asset.  The 
Indo-Pacific region is a maritime region, 
and the oceans connect all peoples and 
states.  No other region of the world is so 
closely connected with the sea, and none 
unfortunately, contains as many threats, as 
does the Indo-Pacific.  Geopolitical compe-
tition in the form of illegitimate maritime 
claims and island and border disputes are 
potentially volatile existential threats.  So 
is climate change, which is a more slowly 
developing crisis.  Add transnational crime 
and IUU fishing, and it becomes apparent 
that teamwork is the only way forward.  
Universal cooperation is required to address 
the universal danger in the global commons.  
Indeed, collaborative maritime security 
is for everyone.

The Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center 
for Security Studies (DKI APCSS) is doing its 
part.  DKI APCSS has hosted five Maritime 
Shared Awareness workshops, the latest 
in July 2019.  DKI APCSS instituted its first 
new course in 14 years, the Comprehensive 
Maritime Security Cooperation 19-1 course 
in August 2019.  DKI APCSS will host a Free 
and Open Indo-Pacific Workshop in March 
2020, and offer the second Comprehensive 
Maritime Security Cooperation 20-1 course 
in March – April 2020.  DKI APCSS also 
expects to host a maritime security strategy 
workshop in 2021.

A Behind-the-Scenes Look at the  
Cyber Conflict Factbook
By Dr. Inez Miyamoto

As cyber threats continue to expand and 
evolve, the DKI APCSS is expanding its 
role in cybersecurity. All of the DKI APCSS 
courses now integrate cybersecurity into 
the curriculum. DKI APCSS faculty are 
also engaging with subject matter experts, 
who are actively working on cybersecurity 
challenges, to learn, share and collaborate. 
Dr. Eneken Tikk and Dr. Mika Kerttunen were 
at the George C. Marshall European Center 
for Security Studies in Garmish, Germany 
where they were giving lectures at a cyberse-
curity course in December 2019. 

Eneken’s cybersecurity journey began 
when she took a job at the Tallinn-based 

NATO Cooperative Cyber Defense Center of 
Excellence in 2008. During her time at the 
Center, she established and led the Center’s 
Legal and Policy Branch and initiated the 
Tallinn Manual project. Published in 2013, 
the Tallinn Manual was the international 
community’s first attempt to discern how 
international law applies to cyber conflicts 
and warfare. She is now the Director of 
Power and Influence Studies at the Cyber 
Policy Institute (CPI) in Finland where she 
focuses on questions of strategic stability, 
cyber security governance, normative leader-
ship, and state behavior. 

Mika’s cybersecurity adventure began in 
2012 when the Commandant of the Baltic 

Defence College directed him to create a 
cybersecurity module. Like any good military 
officer, he said, “yes, sir” and while learning 
about cybersecurity, he proceeded to develop 
the college’s first cyber module and a frame-
work for cybersecurity and cyber defense 
related education at professional military 
institutions. He has since retired from the 
Finnish Army and now, as the Director of 
Studies at CPI, Mika pursues his passion by 
addressing cyber issues in foreign and securi-
ty policy, and assisting countries with their 
development of cyber strategies and policies. 

The book started to take shape when 
Eneken and Mika were lecturing at the 
Tallinn University of Technology. They found 

Continued on page 37
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“I’ve been to several other 
courses like this before, 
but what I found unique 
here is that APCSS makes 
us feel to be part of a big 
family, where we share 
about our own cultures 
and we get to learn about 
other cultures,”  
-Ms. Lailufar Yasmin

ASC 19-2 Concludes  
with 117 Empowered Fellows 

One hundred seventeen Fellows 
graduated from the Advance Securi-
ty Cooperation (ASC) Course 19-2 

Oct. 24, with broader perspectives and a 
newly developed common understanding of 
the challenges and opportunities to security 
in the region and enhanced networks of 
cooperation.

U.S. and international Fellows, 
including 27 women, from 44 locations 
completed the five-week course. 
Dr. Bill Wieninger was the course 
manager, and Dr. Sungmin Cho was the 
course coordinator.

ASC is an executive education program 
enabling mid- to senior-level military and 
civilian leaders to deepen their under-
standing of the complex security environ-
ment in the Indo-Pacific region.

The ASC 19-2 curriculum offered 22 
plenary topical discussions that survey 
the regional strategic landscape and 
address key regional security issues 
such as maritime security, countering 
violent extremism, disaster response, 
regional security architecture and 
emerging technologies and 37 electives 
on topics like geopolitics, the media, 
environmental security, and women, 
peace and security. Through a series of 
exercises, which culminated in a simulat-
ed negotiation over a hypothetical crisis 
in the South China Sea, Fellows explored 
solutions to the challenging security 
issues of their region and applied in an 
engaged and practical way the knowledge 
and skills learned throughout the course.

The keynote speakers for ASC 19-2 were 

The Honorable David F. Helvey, Principal 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Indo-Pacific Security Affairs and Lt. Gen. 
Mike Minihan, deputy commander, U.S. 
Indo-Pacific Command.

The ASC course relied on a variety of 
learning formats ranging from lectures 
to small-group discussions to exercises. 
This combination and the partici-
pant-centered method enabled Fellows to 
learn effectively.

“I’ve been to several other courses like 
this before, but what I found unique here 
is that APCSS makes us feel to be part of 
a big family, where we share about our 
own cultures and we get to learn about 
other cultures,” explained Ms. Lailufar 
Yasmin, Professor of International 
Relations, Dhaka University, Bangladesh. 

Prof. Lailufar Yasmin addresses ASC 19-2 at the Commencement Ceremony as the Fellow’s Representative.
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Winter 2019 
COURSES 

at a  Glance

CMSC 19-1 COMPREHENSIVE MARITIME 
SECURITY COURSE

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Fellows: 96 , Male: 75% / Female: 25%
• Military: 47% / Civilian: 46%
• Law Enforcement 7%
• International: 81% / U.S. 19%

NEW COURSE SINCE 2006
• 1 Courses 96 Fellows 
• 33 countries / Entities (includes IO/    
   NGOs=10,  US regional orgs=8)

TSC 19-2 TRANSNATIONAL SECURITY 
COOPERATION

DEMOGRAPHICS
•Fellows: 27, Male: 74% / Female: 26%
• Military: 37% / Civilian: 56%
• Law Enforcement: 7%
• International: 89% / U.S.: 11%

SINCE 1999
• 42 Courses / 988 Fellows
• 52 nations / 2 Int’l Organization (ASEAN,  
   PIF, ICRC, UN (IOM), BIMSTEC, SAARC, Bali  
   Process, Asian Development Bank

ASC 19-2 ADVANCED SECURITY  
COOPERATION 

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Fellows: 117, Male:77% / Female: 23%
• Military: 42% / Civilian: 49%
• Law Enforcement: 9%
• International: 84% / U.S.16%

SINCE 1996
• 55 Courses 4,323 Fellows
• 68 Nations / 8 Int’l Organization (ASEAN,       
   ICRC, PIPSO, SAARC, PIF, UN (UNDP, IOM), Bali  
   Process, INTERPOL)

IPOC 19-3 INDO-PACIFIC  
ORIENTATION COURSE

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Fellows: 167, Male: 68% / Female: 32%
• Military: 58% / Civilian: 42%
• International: 16% / U.S. 84%

SINCE 1999
• 38 Courses / 4,394 Fellows
• 30 Nations / 2 Int’l Org. (ASEAN & UN)

“We learn about the differences. We 
are able to get rid of our precon-
ceived ideas and biases. While we’re 
talking about security cooperation, 
if we cannot get rid of our biases, we 
cannot thrive, we cannot cooperate 
with each other. So this is something 
we learned in negotiation skills that 
was extremely valuable.”

Participants were from Bangla-
desh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Canada, 
Colombia, Fiji, India, Indonesia, 
Japan, Kiribati, Laos, Republic of 
Korea, Laos, Malaysia, Maldives, 
Marshall Islands, Micronesia, 
Moldova, Mongolia, Myanmar, 
Nauru, Nepal, Papua New Guinea, 
Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 
Timor-Leste, Tonga, Tuvalu, United 
States, Vanuatu, and Vietnam.

 “The Fellows of ASC 19-2 connect-
ed superbly – as well or better than 
any course I have been a part of,” said 
course manager Dr. Bill Wieninger. 
“Moreover, they demonstrated a 
strong commitment to learning and 
a high degree of professionalism 
that culminated in an outstanding 
Capstone exercise on crisis negotia-
tion.  I was humbled by their dedica-
tion and effort over two and half hard 
days.  They have a very bright future 
awaiting them.”

For more photos, go to  
facebook.com/DKIAPCSS/photos/

Lt. Gen. Mike Minihan, deputy commander, U.S. 
Indo-Pacific Command was a keynote speaker for 
ASC 19-2.

Negotiation skills were enhanced to help prepare 
Fellows for future security cooperation scenarios.

ASC 19-2 Fellows worked together to provide feedback to the other seminar groups.
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DKI APCSS expands maritime security  
efforts with inaugural course

The Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific 
Center for Security Studies (DKI 
APCSS) in Honolulu, hosted its 

inaugural Comprehensive Maritime Security 
Cooperation (CMSC 19-1) Course from Aug. 
1-28, 2019.

Ninety-six participants from 31 locations 
and ten non-governmental, international 
and regional organizations completed 
the newly-designed course. Countries or 
locations represented were Australia, Bangla-
desh, Cambodia, Fiji, Indonesia, Laos, Malay-
sia, Marshall Islands, Mongolia, Myanmar, 
Nepal, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, 
Philippines, Republic of Korea, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Tonga, the U.S. and Vietnam.

This four-week course was designed to 
advance the knowledge, skills and networks 
of officials across the Indo-Pacific region who 
intersect with the maritime domain from 

a variety of security perspectives including 
economics, trade, transnational threats, 
environment and food security.

CMSC 19-1 was distinguished from 
other maritime course offerings by the 
diversity of its participants. According to 
course manager Dr. Lori Forman, “CMSC 
underscored the need for the maritime 
security community to think more broadly 
about the relationships necessary to address 
today’s increasingly complex maritime 
security challenges and promote a free and 
open Indo-Pacific.”

The course also featured ten Fellows 
Project cohorts: national or multi-national 
groups of Fellows specifically recruited 
to work together on a maritime security 
challenge facing their country or region.  Five 
of these cohorts worked on their national 
plans for improving maritime domain aware-

ness and interagency information sharing 
in their country, while the others worked on 
topics identified in advance such as improv-
ing port security, reducing drug trafficking by 
sea and establishing a national coast guard.  
Nearly half of the Fellows worked in cohorts, 
while 46 Fellows undertook individual 
Fellows Projects.

 “Human interaction is the key,” said 
CMSC 19-1 Fellow Ms. Noor Shifrah Binti Md 
Nadzry, Malaysia National Security Council. 
“Throughout the four-week expanse of the 
course, the interactions are there, every 
day, from plenary, from seminar sessions, 
from simulations as well as during lunch. 
We interact with each other on (a) daily 
basis. From that interaction, it builds trust 
and relationships. We form a bond and 
the richness of discussion coming from a 

Adm. Karl Schultz provides a keynote presentation Aug. 21 on the challenges of the U.S. Coast Guard mission to CMSC 19-1

C O U R S E S
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myriad of different backgrounds, cultures 
and perspectives.”

DKI APCSS leadership was honored to 
have Adm. Karl Schultz, Commandant of the 
U.S. Coast Guard, deliver a keynote address. 
Adm. Schultz spoke about the link between 
defense and law enforcement approaches to 
maritime security, a concept many nations 
are struggling to implement.  His message 
of inter-agency cooperation in support of 
respective missions, combined with inter-
national cooperation, seemed to resonate 
with the Fellows.

Other plenary speakers included Rear 
Adm. Robert Hayes, Joint Interagency Task 
Force, West ( JIATF-W), Capt. Vivanne Louie 
(U.S. Coast Guard Activities Far East), Mr. 
Brian Wilson (Deputy Director, Global 
Maritime Operational Threat Response 
Coordination Center), Mr. Paul Holthus 
(CEO, World Ocean Council), Mr. Randy 
Grune (President, Hawaii Stevedores, Inc.) 
and Mr. Ngoc Ta Van (ASC 16-2 Fellows 
Project alumni speaker).

The CMSC course was further designed 
to encourage the use of proven enablers for 
security cooperation, including interagency 
collaboration and coordination mecha-
nisms, risk management measures, crisis 
negotiations and communication channels 
and dispute resolution methods. The course 
promoted the development and employment 
of best practices, confidence-building 
measures, information sharing systems, and 
rules-based approaches to identify oppor-
tunities and creatively address maritime 
security challenges lawfully, effectively 
and efficiently.

Along with Fellows from maritime 
defense, safety and law enforcement 
agencies, the course included Fellows from 
foreign affairs, fisheries and port authorities.  
The International Maritime Organization, 
INTERPOL, the Bali Process Regional 
Support Office and Women’s International 

Shipping and Trading Association (WISTA) 
provided international perspectives. Partic-
ipation from the ASEAN Secretariat, Pacific 
Islands Forum (PIF) and Ocean Customs 
Organization added regional perspectives. 
Fellows from Carnegie India, RSIS Singapore 
and Korean Institute of Maritime Strategy 
who specialize in maritime issues also added 
depth to the discussions.

Seventeen CMSC 19-1 Fellows were 
DKI APCSS alumni.

Site visits to several locations added 
context to the discussions.  Fellows chose 
between visits to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration’s Inouye 
Regional Center (IRC), the Port of Honolulu, 
or U.S. Coast Guard Base Honolulu.  A 
number of Fellows also joined a 5 a.m. visit 
to the Honolulu fish auction, home of the 
largest daily tuna auction in the U.S.

 “What differentiates my experience 
here from university is that the Fellows 
themselves bring a different outlook and a 
different perspective based on experience,” 
confided Marissa Noelani Toomata, Samoa 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Trade. “For me, 
cross collaboration with agencies we don’t 
have much interaction with, is a great oppor-
tunity to have.”

Twenty-four of the CMSC Fellows also 
participated in the “Building Maritime 
Shared Awareness in Southeast Asia” 
workshop, which concluded here July 31.

“Building consensus at the Regional level 
is hard to do,” said Terio Koronawa, Pacific 
Island Forum Secretariat. Mr. Koronawa 
is also an alum of ASC 17-1 and CS 15-1. 
I’ve found it’s something that we’re lacking 
in the ocean areas of the world, in terms 

of getting like-minded people together to 
discuss security issues and I’m very thankful 
to APCSS for the opportunity that connected 
us. That has really helped me a lot in terms 
of the work that I currently do now.”

Prior to commencement the Fellows 
participated in a sub-regional exercise to 
identify and prioritize the steps that should 
be taken by the United States and by their 
sub-region to advance comprehensive 
maritime security cooperation in the 
Indo-Pacific. Building trust, expanding 
networks and strengthening coordination 
mechanisms were common themes behind 
the specific recommendations.

The next CMSC 20-1 is scheduled for  
Mar. 19 – Apr. 17, 2020.

CMSC 19-1 Fellows tour the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration on Ford Island.

CMSC 19-1 Fellows get acquainted in the 
Auditorium on the first day.

Course Leadership: Dr. Lori Forman, Maj. Alex 
Botardo and Capt. Jim McMullin stand by to greet 
CMSC 19-1 Fellows on the first day.
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Shared Understanding and Networked Relationships  
Developed During TSC 19-2

Twenty-seven senior leaders from 27 
locations completed the Transna-
tional Security Cooperation course 

(TSC) 19-2 from Nov. 3-8 at the Daniel K. 
Inouye Asia-Pacific Center for Security 
Studies (DKI APCSS).

The course manager was Dr. Virginia 
Bacay Watson and the course coordinator 
was Assoc. Prof. J. “Lumpy” Lumbaca.

 Countries represented were Australia, 
Brunei, Cambodia, Canada, Fiji, France, 
Indonesia, Japan, Laos, Malaysia, Maldives, 
Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Mongolia, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Singapore, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam and the 
United States. The Pacific Islands Forum 
and the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) were the represented 
organizations.  

“The APCSS brings in many countries to 
the same table from and many level(s), from 
decision-makers to technical experts,” said 
Myat Thida Aye, Deputy Chief of Mission, 
Myanmar.  “We have government officials 
and we have researchers and people from 
the NGOs. It’s like eating a bowl of salad 
with lots of spices in it, so the experience 
that we are gaining here… it’s not the end, 
but it’s a beginning of good networking that 
will create a better method in our region for 
contacting each other.”

The course is offered twice a year to senior 
security practitioners from the whole-of-gov-
ernment and society at the vice-minister, 
ambassador, and senior military officer (one- 
to four-star rank) level.  It aims to enhance 
awareness of transnational security issues 
within the complex environments; explore 
collaborative policies to address transna-
tional security challenges; identify opportu-
nities to strengthen states’ capacities; and 
promote effective security governance.

The theme for the first day of the course 
was “Security Policy, Politics and Archi-
tecture.” On day two, the theme shifted to 
“Security Challenges Arising from Econom-
ics, Environment and Natural Disasters,” and 
included a Maritime Security Panel with Dr. 
Virginia Watson, Dr. Al Oehlers, Dr. Sungmin 
Cho and Dr. Saira Yamin as panel members. 
On the third day, the theme evolved into 
“Security Challenges in the Indo-Pacific” and 
included a Transnational Security Exercise 
led by Dr. Deon Canyon. 

 TSC 19-2 Fellows also visited USINDOPA-
COM on the fourth day for briefings by MG 
Suzanne P. Vares-Lum, acting USINDOPA-
COM chief of staff, a U.S. economic devel-
opment briefing by Mr. Bruce McFarland, 
senior development advisor and a U.S. 
foreign policy briefing by Mr. James Carouso, 
foreign policy advisor.

On the final day of the course, the theme 
was “Security Governance and Next Steps.” 
Presentations on “Women, Peace and Securi-
ty” by Dr. Saira Yamin and “Deep Fake News” 
by Adjunct Prof. Mary Markovinovic were 
featured as part of the theme. 

As in all DKI APCSS courses, each Fellow 
walked away from their experience with a 
different perspective of the course.

“It’s been an interesting experience for me 
to really listen to people from South Asia, 
people from Southeast Asia and also from 
within Oceania share their experiences, 
share their knowledge, and for me to assess 
my own points of view or reassess them 
try to understand perspectives that other 

colleagues attending this course have,” 
explained Meg Taylor, Secretary General of 
the Pacific Islands Forum. 

 TSC 19-2 examined the nexus between 
traditional and non-traditional elements 
of security to highlight the importance of 
a broader understanding of security. The 
blended approach of plenary lectures, 
elective presentations and an interactive 
gaming simulation kept these senior 
leaders from around the globe actively 
engaged in a shared learning experience 
throughout the week. 

“The non-attribution policy helps the 
participants to be frank, open and free to 
express themselves, express their views on 
particular matters,” explained Munkhjin 
Batsumber, foreign policy advisor, Mongolia. 
“I think this is a very important policy that 
you have at the DKI APCSS. The critical 
thinking environment, the climate you have 
here that sparks critical thinking among 
participants so that here, participants are 
not told what’s right or wrong, or good or 
bad. It equips participants with necessary 
knowledge to understand the complexity of 
the security environment, particularly in the 
Asia-Pacific region.”

A TSC 19-2 Fellow works with other members of her 
table to consolidate their idea into consensus.

TSC 19-2 Fellows continue discussions on the 
Maluhia Hall lanai.
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TSC 19-2 Fellows bid farewell to one another after receiving their course 
graduation certificates on the lanai.

TSC 19-2 Fellows receive their “golden lanyard” from Alumni Chief John Gasner 
during the commencement ceremony.



IPOC 19-3 Fellows participate in a seminar discussion.

IPOC 19-3 Fellows participate in a seminar discussion.
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Indo-Pacific O

rientation 
Course 19-3 



‘Cognitive Dissonance in Decision-Making’ 
Introduced During IPOC 19-3 

A total of 167 U.S. and international 
Fellows participated in the Indo-Pa-
cific Orientation Course (IPOC) 19-3 

at the Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center 
for Security Studies, Honolulu. The five-day 
course concluded on Dec 6.  

The curriculum was premised on the 
organizational vision and mission to build 
resilient capacity, shared understanding 
and networked relationships among civilian 
and military practitioners and institutions 
toward a Free and Open Indo-Pacific.

Course offerings included lectures on 
salient security trends and dynamics in 
the Indo-Pacific.  Plenary and elective 
sessions offered a rich array of traditional 
and non-traditional elements of security.  At 
the outset of the course, participants were 
introduced to the concept of cognitive disso-
nance in decision-making to enhance critical 
thinking and problem-solving to enable a 
transformative learning environment.  

Course Manager Dr. Saira Yamin said she 
was appreciative of course outcomes.

“Fellows received a wealth of information 
in plenary lectures, elective sessions and 
Brown Bag lunch discussions,” said Yamin. 
“They seized the opportunity to engage in 
constructive dialogue on a range of import-
ant and complex security issues. We asked 
them to reflect on their key take-aways in 
seminar every day and to assess U.S. policy 
in the region.  While the course is short 

and moves at a very intense pace, it was 
evident that it was a meaningful learn-
ing experience.”  

Fellows identified a number of oppor-
tunities for advancing resilient capacity in 
the region including through educational 
partnerships, conflict de-escalation mecha-
nisms in regional hotspots, promoting 
regional civil-military cooperation, cultural 
awareness and public engagement.  The 
value of building greater trust, transpar-
ency, consistent and clear messaging was 
highlighted for advancing stronger partner-
ships in the region. 

This was the largest course in the 
Center’s history. Primarily geared for a U.S. 

audience, it comprised 84 percent U.S. 
and 16 percent international participants, 
including a syndicate of senior executives.  
International participants came from 
Australia, Canada, Chile, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, 
Singapore, Republic of Korea and Taiwan. 
There were approximately 60 percent 
military and 40 percent civilian security 
practitioners in attendance, representing 
broad organizational diversity and many 
opportunities for interagency networking 
and cooperation.  In line with the Center’s 
aspirations to advance a gender perspective 
in security discourses, the program featured 
32 percent enrollment of women. 
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Orientation Course Name Change
With the new fiscal year the Asia-Pacific 

Orientation Course, also known as APOC, 
changed its name to the “Indo-Pacific 
Orientation Course,” or “IPOC.“

Why this change?
In May 2018, then Secretary of Defense 

Mattis announced the renaming of the U.S. 
Pacific Command to the U.S. Indo-Pacific 
command ‘in recognition of the increasing 
connectivity between the Indian and 
Pacific oceans.”

According to DKI APCSS’ Carleton 
Cramer, Dean of the College of Security 

Studies “the name change of the APOC 
to IPOC reflects DKI APCSS’s adapta-
tion to changing circumstances in the 
Indo-Pacific region.“

The Indo-Pacific Orientation course 
is a one-week course that covers trends 
and current issues shaping the regional 
security environment. The course focuses 
on U.S. policy and provides an introduction 
to regional cultures, politics, protocols, 
and challenges. The curriculum broadly 
examines Security Foundations; Regional 
Security Perspectives; Country Specific 

Issues; Transnational Issues; Governance, 
and Development and Security Cooperation 
Issues. This rigorous program of lectures 
and interactive sessions better equips 
graduating course Fellows with policy 
perspectives and tools important for duties 
at U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, service/
functional components, and other U.S. 
Government Agencies.

Since 2007, DKI APCSS has conducted the 
course 37 times and with 4,080 Fellows from 
22 locations throughout the Indo-Pacific.

An IPOC 19-3 Fellow records his seminar group discussions.
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1. During a November 25, 2019 visit to Brunei 
by Drs. Al Oehlers and Ginnie Watson, the 
Honorable Matthew Matthews, U.S. Ambas-
sador to Brunei (SEAPOC14-2), hosted an DKI 
APCSS alumni event. The alumni event not 
only helped alumni connect with each other, 
it served as a networking bridge between 
the alumni and the U.S. Embassy.

2. DKI APCSS Chief of Admissions Mr. Tom 
Patykula traveled to New Zealand and 
Papua New Guinea in mid-November 2019 
in support of the formal establishment 
of the DKI APCSS alumni associations in 
those countries.  The New Zealand alumni 
event flowed from the September Alumni 
workshop, where participants Colin Smith 
(CSRT10-1) and David ‘Topsey’ Turner 

(APOC18-3 and CCM19-1) listed the event 
as one of the group’s goals and objectives.  
Alumni leaders such as Dr. Rouben Azizian 
(CA10-2) and the newly elected president 
of the alumni association, Bruce Pepperell 
(EC99-3 and SEC08-2), hosted the alumni 
event in New Zealand, and they used 
Massey University as a home base for the 
group.  In concert with the U.S. Office of 
Defense Cooperation, the alumni association 
members plan to help Fellows better prepare 
for DKI APCSS course and to assist returning 
alumni with their Fellows Projects. 

Celebrating our Alumni 
Is the theme for this issue of Currents, however, it was very much the idea behind 
the Alumni Workshop held in September 2019.  The following pages covers the 
workshop and celebrates the latest alumni news and events.

1

3
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3. In Papua New Guinea, Doreen Joel (ASC14-1) 
and Dominica Mai (ASC14-1) were among a 
core group of alumni that arranged an alumni 
event to formally establish the association.  
With the approval and support of the Chief 
of Defense, Maj. Gen. Gilbert Toropo, an 
alumnus of EC03-3, the group conducted a 
one-day workshop to develop the goals and 
objectives of the association and to discuss 
how the group intends to support the Fellows 
Projects.  Former Chief of Defense and 
former Ambassador to Indonesia, Peter Ilau 
(EC97-1), was elected as the new president 
of the alumni association.  Parliamentarian 
Gary Juffa (EC07-2 and TSC10-1) also partic-
ipated in the event, and wholeheartedly 
supported the alumni association.

4. DKI APCSS Director Pete Gumataotao speaks 
to alumni at an event formally establishing 
the Sri Lankan Alumni Association. This 
association was founded as a result of the 
recent Alumni Association workshop held 
at DKI APCSS Sept. 9-13. At that workshop, 
Senior Assistant Secretary of Defense Vijitha 
Mayadunna, a workshop participant from 
Sri Lanka, planned and organized the estab-
lishment of the association and Director 
Gumataotao attended the Sri Lankan’s first 
formal event. 

5.  In Fiji, the DKI APCSS Dean Carleton Cramer 
and Dr. Al Oehlers recently met with a core 
group of alumni, led by Erica Lee (ASC14-3) 
and Sunia Ratulevu (CCM16-1).  In mid-Octo-
ber 2019, the alumni voted to form an execu-
tive committee and elected the leaders of 
the group.  They scheduled their first formal 
alumni event for November, and an alumnus 
presented his Fellows Project at the event.  
The executive committee has also updated 
the entire list of Fijian alumni and assumed 
this effort as a periodic task.  The executive 
committee is also working on the gover-
nance structure and policies for the group. 
In this photo, from left to right is Akuila 
Namakadre; Joela Cama; Dean Carleton 
Cramer; Sunia Ratulevu; Dr. Al Oehlers; Erica 
Lee; Joeli Pickering and Ioane Alama.

6. The Honorable Randy Berry, U.S. Ambassador 
to the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal, 
hosted more than 62 DKI APCSS Alumni in his 
home Dec. 17. After visiting DKI APCSS earlier 
in December, Amb. Berry was encouraged to 
help invigorate alumni networks in Nepal. 
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Energizing relationships between alumni associa-
tions and country teams to improve and enhance 
Fellows Projects was the focus of the “Alumni 

Associations:  Advancing Regional Security Cooperation 
workshop 2019,” held September 9-12 at the Daniel K. 
Inouye Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies (DKI 
APCSS) in Honolulu.

Fifty-four alumni and U.S. Embassy representatives 
from 20 countries within the Indo-Pacific region attended 
the event. Forty percent of the participants were women.

Countries represented were Australia, Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, Fiji, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Marshall 
Islands, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, New Zealand, Papua-
New Guinea, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Tonga, the United States and Vietnam.

As individuals or as members of alumni associations or 
core groups, DKI APCSS alumni are catalysts for accom-
plishing our mission–achieving viable outcomes, common 
understanding and collaborative networks.  One       of the 
core and unique elements of the DKI APCSS executive 
education model that helps us accomplish our mission 
is the Fellows Project, an assignment given to Fellows 
attending DKI APCSS courses. Fellows select their own 
projects based on a security-related challenge or opportu-
nity they have identified in their organization or nation.

“Given the diversity and inclusiveness of alumni 
associations or groups, they are virtually the perfect fit 
for prepping Fellows for APCSS and for mentoring their 
projects,” explained workshop lead John Gasner.  “As a 
result of this workshop, each of the 20 country cohorts 
successfully and collaboratively developed actionable 
and measurable plans and processes to increase the 
effectiveness of their respective alumni association or 
group. The plans also specifically addressed ways to 
leverage the connection and communication between the 

alumni association or core group and the U.S. Embassy 
staff.  The great teamwork among participants helped 
enable success.”

According to workshop coordinator, Dr. Miemie Byrd, 
“Alumni Association and respective U.S. Country Team 
representatives demonstrated great energy, camaraderie 
and collaboration over the course of the workshop.”

The primary vehicle for meeting workshop goals 
was to focus on Fellows Projects, and how the alumni 
associations can better prepare individual Fellows and 
Cohorts for success.

“It was gratifying for us to see and hear how the alumni 
were using their experience, knowledge and skills they 
had gained from their time at DKI APCSS to enhance 
their countries’ national goals, as well as, to ensure a Free 
and Open Indo-Pacific Region,” Byrd continued. “DKI 
APCSS educates, connects and empowers Fellows and 
alumni to achieve success and positive impact on the 
regional security environment.  The alumni associations 
play a crucial role in providing a platform, opportu-
nity and access to amplify the individual and cohort’s 
influence and in strengthening alumni 
network connections.”

DKI APCSS Alumni Workshop  
Invigorates Connections
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DKI APCSS Alumni Ms. San San Maw provides a presentation on 
her Fellows project during a working lunch on the lanai Sept. 16.

Colonel Munkh-Ochir, Ministry of Defence, Mongolia, is greeted by  
Dr. Miemie Byrd upon arrival as he’s escorted by Alumni Chief John Gasner.



A L U M N I  N E W S     |     w w w . a p c s s . o r g 25

A highlight of this workshop was the 
return of four alumni who provided presen-
tations on their Fellows Projects, including 
Ms. Doreen Joel, First Assistant Secretary, 
Ministry of Defence, Papua New Guinea (ASC 
14-1); Ms. Dominica Mai, Senior Officer, 
Department of Community Development, 
Papua New Guinea (ASC 14-1); Ms. San San 
Maw, Director, Myanmar Red Cross Society 
(ASC 16-1) and Mr. Colin Smith, Supervising 
Custom Officer, New Zealand Custom 
Service (CSRT 10-1).

Alumni Association Workshop Intended 
Outcomes:

• Alumni Associations sketched goals and 
objectives for becoming more productive 
in their contributions to security, peace 
and prosperity.

• Alumni Associations, facilitated by their 
respective U.S. Country Teams, developed 
a more inclusive process for identify-
ing meaningful Fellows Projects that 
advance their priorities, common values 
and a Free and Open Indo-Pacific.

• Alumni Associations, facilitated by their 
respective U.S. Country Teams, devel-
oped detailed and tailored processes 
with milestones that support regular 
engagement, and the application of 
Fellows Projects to advance security and 
U.S.-Partner Nation cooperation.

• Participants developed criteria for 
successful alumni associations and 

Fellows Projects.
• Alumni and U.S. Embassies provid-

ed feedback to enhance DKI APCSS 
programs.

• Participating stakeholders committed 
to support Alumni Associations and 
Fellows/Cohort Projects when aligned 
with their mission/goals.

“My individual project was based around 
the development of the defense white paper,” 
explained Doreen Joel. “It was basically 
trying to incorporate women in security in 
Papua New Guinea. In terms of inclusion of 
women in the Papua New Guinea Defense 
Force, it was one hundred percent achieved 
by the defense white paper, which meant 
defense force is now recruiting women in the 
PNG defense force, into the military, where 
in the past, it was not done.

“I felt we were not doing enough to 
address issues like violence against women 
and children,” continued Joel. “I was basing 
my side project on trying to use the military 
civic action project to include an awareness 
program, so when the PNG defense force [go] 
into the rural communities to do civil action 
work like build a classroom or build a road, 
at the same time they can do awareness 
to the community, that it is important to 
respect your woman, because if you respect 
your woman and they’re happy, they look 
after (a) happy family and they rear children 

that respect(s) society and it contributes to 
the overall peace and security of the country 
and of the nation.”

“I’ve found coming back here after nine 
years – honestly I feel like I never left – the 
feeling that I had that developed in that five 
weeks I was here before, (it) brought back to 
me the relevance of the respect and learning 
from other people,” said Colin Smith, one 
of the four alumni who presented on their 
Fellows Project. “And those are things 
that I’ve actually implemented back in my 
work, and this workshop has now has just 
reiterating that, and it’s reigniting not just 
my passion for my work, but also to bring 
other people from the New Zealand Customs 
Service into this program.

Continue to the next page

Breakout discussions led to several new ideas on 
how to enhance alumni programs.



DKI APCSS brought a one-week 
senior executive course to Thailand, 
co-hosting the course with the Thai 
Strategic Studies Center (SSC).  
Following the course, on November 
22, 2019, the SSC, led by Air Vice 
Marshall Poomjai, and the Thai 
alumni association, led by General 
Nothapol Boonngam (TSC16-2) 
arranged and hosted an alumni event 
to help build the capacity of the 
alumni association and to celebrate 
the accomplishments of several 
alumni.  We formally recognized a 

group of Thai alumni for completing 
their Fellows Projects—they earned 
the new gold/red Laulima Kulea 
lanyard.  These alumni also served 
on a panel (pictured) to highlight 
their accomplishments during the 
event.  The Thai alumni continue to 
prepare Fellows and mentor alumni 
with their projects. From left to right 
is Lt. Col. Somying Rattansookchit; 
Group Captain Tavipen Satattakul; 
Col. Amornrat Bunnag; Police Col. 
Dirutdevan Mangalavach; and Capt. 
Prasertsak Mala

DKI APCSS Thailand Alumni Association

“I’m recommending very strongly 
in my report that we reengage with 
the Center,” continued Smith. “Other 
countries have the same problems 
that we have, and this is a really 
strong and powerful way of making 
change actually happen, not just 
theoretical, not just academic, but 
actually real-life practitioner work.”

During the workshop, the partic-
ipants also approved a new gold 
lanyard with red lettering, colors 

of Hawaiian royalty, to recognize 
and honor those alumni who had 
successfully implemented their 
project plans in addition to the 
completion certificates.  DKI APCSS 
will award these new lanyards during 
upcoming alumni gathering events in 
the region.

Fellows Projects not only advance 
national goals, but also often support 
our shared value of having a Free and 
Open Indo-Pacific. Alumni Chief John Gasner was the work-

shop lead. Here, he provides instructions 
to participants on the first day.

 DKI APCSS Director Pete Gumataotao met with alumni in New Dehli in November where he participated in panel 
discussions. During his visit, the Indian alumni also formed a “WhatsApp” group to work together in building capacity 
and to continue security discussion to promote common understanding. The Indian Alumni Association later had a 
reception which generated further discussion.

Thailand

Continued from pg. 25
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DKI APCSS maintains a robust 
Alumni program and is the first 
in a series of departments to be 
featured in Currents. 

One of the lines of effort put forth 
by the 2018 National Defense Strategy 
is to strengthen alliances and attract 
new partners. As a Department of 
Defense institution, the Daniel K. 
Inouye Asia-Pacific Center for Security 
Studies (DKI APCSS) adheres to this 
strategy through its mission of build-
ing networked relationships among 
civilian and military practitioners and 
institutions to advance a free and open 
Indo-Pacific. The approach that DKI 
APCSS takes to meet this task is through 
the alumni engagement program. 

The Alumni Division, led by Mr. John 
Gasner, is responsible for executing 
the Director’s Guidance via the Alumni 
Sustained Engagement Program. The DKI 
APCSS alumni program boasts a network of 
over 14,000 alumni and 59 alumni associ-
ations or core groups. This program exists 
as a means to expand Indo-Pacific alliances 
and partnerships by continuing to engage 
with regional security practitioners, even 
many years after they complete a course 
offered by the Center.

The alumni program’s raison d’etre is 
to build communities of interest and 
alumni networks, improve individual and 
institutional capacity, advance security 
and good governance in the Indo-Pacific, 
and recognize and award alumni who 
rise and meet the challenge of helping 
DKI APCSS achieve strategic and regional 
objectives. The Alumni Division advances 
the program’s mandate through sustained 
engagements in the form of alumni 
networking events. Mr. Gasner’s office, 
in coordination and collaboration with 
the alumni associations and core groups, 
plans and executes these networking 
events in conjunction with workshops, 
seminars, dialogues, and leadership 
engagements in the region. This collab-
orative approach ensures inclusive 
participation from the alumni and other 
key officials. Furthermore, each event 

achieves success by tailoring its agenda to 
meet the objectives of the alumni associ-
ation or core group, DKI APCSS, and the 
U.S. country team. 

As individuals or as members of alumni 
associations or core groups, DKI APCSS 
alumni are catalysts for accomplishing 
our mission—achieving viable outcomes, 
common understanding and collaborative 
networks. One of the core and unique 
elements of the DKI APCSS executive 
education model that helps the Center 
accomplish its mission is the Fellows 
Project. The Fellows Project requirement in 
each of our long courses provides alumni 
a specific, measurable, and achievable 
means to tangibly and positively contribute 
to comprehensive security within their 
respective sphere of influence and area 

of responsibility, whether it is within 
their agency, ministry or the nation. 
Leveraging alumni associations or core 
groups, in collaboration with the U.S. 
embassy, increases the Fellows Project’s 
quality of results and likelihood of 
success through pre-course preparation 
and post-course mentorship. Those 
alumni who successfully complete 
and implement their Fellows Project 
are presented with the Laulima-Kulea 
lanyard as a recognition of their hard 
work and success.  We recognize 
the topmost contributors to peace, 
stability and prosperity with annual 
awards for individual alumni as well 
as core groups.

    Spotlight on  
Alumni Division

The Alumni Division pictured (l-r) is Alumni Chief 
John Gasner, YN2 Kaitlyn Lovci, Ms. Robin Wong 
and Lt. Col. Alex Botardo. Also in Alumni Division 
but not pictured is Maj. John Carver.
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1) Participants exchange ideas during a plenary discussion.    
2) DKI APCSS Director Pete Gumataotao provided opening remarks.

3) Assoc. Prof. Mike Burgoyne facilitates a seminar discussion.
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W O R K S H O P S

DKI APCSS Hosts  
the 5th Maritime Shared Awareness in 

Southeast Asia Workshop

The Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific 
Center for Security Studies (DKI 
APCSS) hosted the fifth workshop in 

the “Building Maritime Shared Awareness 
in Southeast Asia” (MSA 5) series July 28-31, 
2019 to advance regional efforts to build 
a Recognized Maritime Picture (RMP) for 
Southeast Asia.

Building on discussions begun in 2015, 
this iteration in the series brought together 
representatives from the maritime focal 
points and info-sharing hubs of the five 
original Maritime Security Initiative (MSI) 
countries (Indonesia, Malaysia, Philip-
pines, Thailand and Vietnam) to develop 
their professional networks, gain a better 
understanding of the national and regional 
info-sharing mechanisms, share best practic-
es and outline their interagency action plans 
to enhance maritime shared awareness in 
their nations and the region.

 Hosted by DKI APCSS in Honolulu, the 
workshop was linked to the inaugural 
Comprehensive Maritime Security Cooper-
ation (CMSC) Course in maximizing the 
opportunity for better outcomes. Each of 
the principal agencies involved in maritime 
shared awareness of the five Southeast 
Asian countries sent two participants to 
the workshop. One of the two joined the 
workshop only, while the other individual 
participated in both the workshop and the 
four-week Comprehensive Maritime Security 
Cooperation (CMSC) Course, which began 
Aug. 1 and ran until Aug. 28. Twenty-four 
participants of the MSA 5 are also attending 
the CMSC and formed country cohorts and 
will complete their national action plans 
outlined at the workshop as their Fellows’ 
Projects in the CMSC Course. This is the first 
time DKI APCSS has conducted a workshop 
in three phases: a pre-workshop phase 
where participants shared the big picture 
of their respective maritime information 
architecture, the workshop proper and 

the post-workshop project embedded in 
the CMSC course.

According to Dr. Alex Vuving, academic 
lead for the workshop, “this three-phase 
approach has created an ideal setting for 
participants to share candid thoughts, 
try innovative ideas and achieve 
actionable outcomes.”

 The workshop featured plenary presen-
tations on best practices of maritime shared 
awareness, followed by discussion in plenary 
and small groups. Participants from each 
country worked together to make non-bind-
ing recommendations on the outline of 
an interagency action plan for enhancing 
maritime shared awareness nationally 
and regionally.

“The value gained from this workshop is 
that through the accumulation of informa-
tion, questions and answers and experience 
gained directly with the participants from 
the participating countries and the experts 
related to the issues discussed together 
are very important to the interests of 
the country, the agency and the individ-
ual professionalism of the participating 
countries,” said one participant. (Note: 
Due to DKI APCSS’ non-attribution policy, 
names of participants will not be used 
in this article).

“For my country, it’s worth it to increase 
the awareness in maritime security,” 
explained another participant. “For my 
agency, it assists the department to jointly 
perform our operation to meet the target of 
maritime security. To my profession, it helps 
me to understand the importance of sharing 
information and the importance of maritime 
domain and awareness.”

 Information sharing lies at the heart 
of maritime shared awareness. There are 
multiple maritime security focal points and 
coordination centers located throughout 
Southeast Asia, but information sharing 
among them nationally as well as regionally 

is challenging. At the same time, regional 
states are making remarkable progress 
in national and regional information 
sharing. Examples include Thailand’s 
Maritime Law Enforcement Command 
Center (THAI-MECC) as the nation’s inter-
agency fusion center for maritime informa-
tion, the ASEAN Direct Communications 
Infrastructure (ADI) as a hotline between 
the ASEAN members’ Ministries of Defense, 
and the information-sharing mechanisms 
of the Malacca Strait Patrols. Shared 
awareness in the maritime domain relies 
on communications interoperability and 
diverse tracking tools such as the Automatic 
Identification System (AIS), Visible Infrared 
Imaging Radiometer Suite (VIIRS), Synthetic 
Aperture Radar (SAR) and high-resolution 
satellite imagery. While some Southeast 
Asian nations already have a national action 
plan for their maritime policy, others are 
building their national maritime strate-
gy. An interagency action plan to enhance 
maritime shared awareness would be timely 
support to these policy endeavors.

A workshop participant provides a presentation 
on “Maritime Domain Awareness Tools and Sharing 
Platforms” during plenary on July 29.
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Cyber workshop held at DKI APCSS

A one-day workshop entitled “Coopera-
tive Security in Critical Infrastructure 
Resilience in Cyberspace,” was held 

Oct. 7 at the Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific 
Center for Security Studies in Honolulu.

A total of 25 participants from 8 countries 
convened to discuss the opportunities 
and challenges of ensuring the resilience 
of a nation’s critical infrastructure sectors 
such as energy, transportation, banking, 
healthcare and communications in cyber-
space. This focus is a shared interest among 
many, interdependent stakeholders on 
different levels, including the public and 
private sectors as well as the federal and 
state government.

 A unique aspect of this workshop was 
that participants were fully merged with 
the ongoing Advanced Security Cooper-
ation Course (ASC) 19-2, with four panel 
sessions throughout the day. Topics for 
these sessions were:

• Critical Infrastructure Resilience in 
Cyberspace: Opportunities and Challeng-
es for Cooperation

• The 2018 Department of Defense 
Cyber Strategy: Critical Infrastructure 
Resilience through Partnerships and 
Cooperation

• Defending Forward Together: The 
Partnership Paradox?

• Building Capacity, Confidence and 
Cooperation in Critical Infrastructure 
Resilience

“For a one-day workshop involving 
cybersecurity professionals of different 
backgrounds, we covered a lot of ground – 
from a discussion on human resources to 
higher-level policy imperatives,’ said Assoc. 
Prof. Elina Noor, workshop lead. “Our panel 
sessions in particular were very productive, 
a lot of unique perspectives and experience 
were brought forward in the interactions 
between the ASC Fellows and workshop 
participants. There was also a candid, 
substantive discussion among the workshop 
experts, themselves.”

This workshop had five primary objectives 
focused on advancing critical infrastructure 
resilience in cyberspace:

1. To underscore the importance of 
partnership and cooperation in defend-
ing critical infrastructure against cyber 
attacks throughout the region.

2. To unpack the implications and impact of 
several foundational elements within the 
2018 Department of Defense Cyber Strate-
gy on private sector and regional partners.

3. To explore, through lessons learned and 
best practices from within the United 
States and the region, how to more effec-
tively foster trust and confidence-build-
ing measures between public and private 
sector stakeholders.

4. To establish a regional network of profes-
sionals committed to dialogue, and to 
building trust and confidence for cooper-
ative security in cyberspace.

5. To obtain regional perspectives on how 
DKI APCSS can best add value to better 
addressing issues of Indo-Pacific security 
in cyberspace.

 The workshop marked a step towards 
fostering a regional network of public and 
private sector professionals committed to 
building trust and confidence for coopera-
tive security in cyberspace.

The day-long activities concluded in the Center 
Conference Room.

DKI APCSS Director Pete Gumataotao (seated head  
of table) helps facilitate a breakout session.
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DKI APCSS collaborates 
with Thai Strategic Studies Center on new senior course

In November, the Royal Thai Armed 
Forces’ Strategic Studies Center of the 
National Defence Studies Institute 

hosted their inaugural Senior Security 
Studies Course in Bangsaen, Chonburi.  
The intensive one-week course for senior 
Thai security sector leaders emphasized 
the impact of change in the region as well 
as capacities to manage change for both 
leaders and institutions.

Center leadership and faculty members 
from the Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific 
Center for Security Studies supported this 
first senior course hosted by SSC as lecturers 
and facilitators.

 In the opening ceremonies, General 
Narain Siripubar, Commanding General 
of the National Defence Studies Institute, 
stated that many of the participants were 
hand-selected by the Chief of the Defence 
Force to attend the course, which he hopes 
will be a new standard for the develop-
ment of personnel.

Twenty-one participants from a variety 
of government organizations attended the 
course.  Participants represented various 
offices and institutions within the Ministry 
of Defense as well as the Royal Thai Police.

Air Vice Marshall Poomjai Leksuntara-
korn, SSC Director, discussed the security 
environment in his opening remarks and the 
complex challenges of security studies.  “In 
this course,” he said, “we see DKI APCSS as 
a partner.  Senior Security, officers will gain 
a deeper understanding of the region and 
the challenges and opportunities.  It will 
also enhance the exchange of ideas and the 
networking between senior leaders attend-
ing the course.”

During the course these senior leaders 
reviewed a comprehensive array of emergent 
and over-the horizon security issues such 
as geopolitical competition, environ-
mental degradation, cyber threats and 
regional governance.

According to DKI APCSS Director, Pete 
Gumataotao, “The United States and 
Thailand enjoy a long committed alliance. 
This first Senior Security Studies Course is 
an excellent example of how our countries 
can work together to build cooperation 
throughout the Indo-Pacific Region.  We 
proudly count more than 400 Thai security 
sector professionals as part of our alumni 
network and I look forward to working with 
the Strategic Studies Center in the future.”

 The relationship between SSC and DKI 
APCSS goes further back than just this 

event. Gen. Boonsrang Niumpradit – former 
Supreme Commander of the Royal Thai 
Defence Forces (2006-2008) and current 
Senator – was among those who helped 
inaugurate the Center in Honolulu 25 years 
ago in his role as Director of the then Strate-
gic Research Institute.

In his opening ceremony keynote address, 
Gen. Boonsrang discussed the history of the 
Strategic Studies Center and its evolution 
from the original research institute.  He 
stressed the importance of these Centers in 
dealing with post-cold war traditional and 
non-traditional security challenges.  The 
partnership between SSC and DKI APCSS 
is a welcome further step in evolution that 
will strengthen bilateral bonds between 
Thailand and the U.S. and advance the 
cause of cooperation, security and stabili-
ty in the region.

Gen. Boonsrang Niumpradit discusses challenges 
and opportunities for cooperation in the region.

Twenty-one participants from a variety of government organizations 
including the Ministry of Defense and Royal Thai Police attended the course.

Gen. Boonsrang Niumpradit discusses challenges 
and opportunities for cooperation in the region.
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F A C U L T Y
N e w s  &  P u b l i c a t i o n

Faculty News
DKI APCSS Dean Carleton Cramer 
and Dr. Al Oehlers attended a gather-
ing in Fiji  organized by alumni from DKI 
APCSS. Following closely the “Alumni 
Associations: Advancing Regional Security 
Cooperation” workshop held in Honolu-
lu last September, the gathering was an 
opportunity to follow-up on several key 
initiatives identified by representatives 
attending the workshop. Key among these 
were the nomination of interim office 
holders, a draft work plan and a program 
of activities such as seminars and talks, 
to initiate momentum behind the further 
development of the alumni network. In his 
brief remarks congratulating the Alumni 
on their efforts, Dean Cramer emphasized 
“the growing importance of alumni friend-
ships and networks in helping achieving 
both national and regional priorities.”

Dr. Sungmin Cho and Director 
Gumataotao attended and spoke at the 
International Sea Power Symposium in the 
Republic of Korea.

Dr. William Wieninger continued 
support to planning the Southeast Asia 
Maritime Law Enforcement Initiative 
workshop (SEAMLEI).

DKI APCSS Prof. Shyam Tekwani participates in a panel discussion entitled ““On & Offline:  
Countering Violent Extremism and Hate Crimes” during the Dhaka Global Dialogue in 
Bangladesh Nov. 12.

Dr. Lori Forman: began term as a member 
of the Board of Regents of Chaminade 
University here in Honolulu. 

 Assoc. Prof. Elina Noor participated in the IISS-Asia workshop on, “Military Capabilities 
in the Contemporary Indo-Pacific: A New Framework” held in Singapore Sept.  1 - 3. The 
workshop was convened to define and assess military capability, applying a “relative perspec-
tive” rather than an absolute baseline. Prof. Noor presented on Malaysia’s defence capabilities 
in a panel on maritime Southeast Asian countries and their defense capabilities.
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DKI APCSS Fellow Maj. Jerre Hansbrough  
Delivers a Series of Presentations on Northeast Asia Security Dynamics  

to the Officers and Crew of the USS New Orleans (LPD18). 
The Naval Postgraduate School requested 

DKI APCSS to support the Regional Security 
Education Program (RSEP) in support of the 
ship’s October 2019 transfer to the U.S. Navy’s 
Seventh Fleet in Japan. The presentations 
covered maritime security, China-Taiwan 
relations, U.S. grand strategy in the Indo-Pa-
cific, China’s maritime strategy, South China 
Sea disputes, North Korea relations and 
Japan’s involvement across the region. All 
presentations took place while the ship 
was underway from San Diego to Honolulu 

where it conducted port call before resuming 
its trip to Japan. 

 Hansbrough presented three times 
per day in several locations to allow for 
maximum participation for all watch shifts. 
One-on-one and small group discussion 
occurred at meals and department offices 
covering Japanese culture, expectations for 
living in Japan as a U.S. service member, 
and to answer specific questions not raised 
during formal presentations. He emphasized 
the critical role of the U.S.-Japan alliance 

in the region and the challenges currently 
facing the U.S. Seventh Fleet. 

At the conclusion of Hansbrough’s visit, Lt. 
Michael Vaughn, the “Miniboss” for LPD18’s 
air operations, said, “the classes taught on 
our ship will be vital in the weeks to come. 
The knowledge and background provided 
will ensure we are able to fight the ship in an 
increasingly dynamic area of the world.”
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Faculty Publications

Read faculty articles online at apcss.org 

U.S. Army Colonel 
(retired) James M. 
Minnich wrote a paper 
In 2018 entitled “North 
Korea Solution,  Changed 
Regime” for the Military 
Review, a U.S. Army profes-
sional journal. Versions 
of that paper are now 
available in both Spanish 

and Portuguese. More information about the article and 
links to the translations are available at https://apcss.org/
korea-paper-updated-now-available-in-spanish-portuguese/

DKI APCSS faculty members wrote the following articles and papers in their capacity as 
subject matter experts. The views expressed in these articles are those of the authors and 
do not necessarily represent those of the Department of Defense or the U.S. Government.  
All listed writings or their links  are available online at apcss.org.

Anu Anwar, a research fellow at DKI 
APCSS, published an article in the East 
Asia Forum entitled “How China is using 
tourists to realise its geopolitical goals.”  
He also completed an article entitled 
“Belt and Road Initiative: Why China 
Pursues It” for S. Rajaratnam School 
of International Studies (RSIS) and 

an article in The Interpreter, for the Lowy Institute entitled 
“Why the U.S. and its allies should keep ASEAN at the centre." 
Links to these articles are available online at  
https://apcss.org/news 

Dr. Deon Canyon  
and former DKI APCSS 
research fellow 
Jonathan Cham wrote a 
paper titled "Geopolitical 
Matrix Gaming in 15 and 50 
Year Future Scenarios." The 
paper was based on  
results from the Matrix 
games conducted during 
CCM 19-1.

Dr. Miemie Byrd’s latest article titled 
“Integration of Women and Gender 
Perspective into the Myanmar Armed 
Forces to Improve Civil-Military 
Relations in Myanmar”  was published 
in the Military Review, Nov-Dec 2019.  
Dr. Byrd also recently visited Myanmar 
where a core group of alumni has 
formed a task force to draft Terms of 

Reference that will eventually become the group’s organiza-
tional by-laws and lead to a more formal alumni association. 

Dr. Ethan Allen published an article 
entitled "Water for Life: Enhancing 
Security through Science Education" in 
Liaison magazine. The article addresses 
the use of community-based science 
education and application of appro-
priate technologies to enhance water 
security in Pacific island states. 

Prof. Elina Noor has an article 
published by the International Insti-
tute for Strategic Studies on “Artificial 
Intelligence: the case of international 
cooperation.” In the article, she outlines 
two areas of “digital disjuncture” related 
to AI: the evolving global order and 
inclusivity in governance. Noor states, 
“As technology looks set to increasingly 

become a determinant of national power, political and strate-
gic tensions will coalesce and intensify around developments 
such as AI. Correspondingly, market access and dominance, 
as well as technical standards-setting for the next generation 
of technological infrastructure, will become greater points of 
contention. This will have significant implications for multi-
national providers servicing publics around the world.” 
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Faculty Publications DKI APCSS Welcomes Visiting Marshall Center Faculty: 
Mullins and Withers

Cooperation between Regional Centers 
was showcased when the Daniel 
K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center for 

Security Studies welcomed two faculty from 
the George C. Marshall European Center 
for Security Studies to participate in the 
Comprehensive Security Reponses to Terror-
ism course in Honolulu.

DKI APCSS has sent faculty members to 
the Marshall Center to support courses and 
held a number of joint workshops.  However, 
this is the first time Marshall Center faculty 
have joined the DKI APCSS faculty for a 
course in Honolulu.

Dr. Sam Mullins and Professor James K. 
Wither spent several weeks at DKI APCSS as 
part of the CSRT course faculty.

Mullins, now a DKI APCSS professor, 
served as a seminar leader during the course.  
He lectured on “Terrorist Motivations,” 
“Returning Travelling Terrorists,” “Lone-Ac-
tor Terrorism,” and was part of a panel 
discussion on “After the Caliphate.”

 “The best part of these courses is always 
interacting with the Fellows,” said Mullins.  
“Because DKI APCSS has a different regional 
focus this has given me the opportunity to 
speak with people from countries I wouldn’t 
normally see at the Marshall Center, and to 
get fresh perspectives on issues of terror-
ism and counter-terrorism. It’s also a great 
opportunity to pick up new ideas and best 
practices for conducting courses. There are 
certain things you do here that we don’t, and 
vice versa. Ideally, by cooperating like this, 

we can get the best from both worlds and 
make our programs even better.“

Wither, a professor of National Securi-
ty Studies, lectured on “The Strategies 
of Terrorism: Making Sense of Terrorist 
Violence” and “Armed Forces in Counterter-
rorism.”  He also conducted an elective on 
“Talking to Terrorists.”

For Wither, being able to be part of the 
DKI APCSS course offered insights on how 
DKI APCSS and GCMC do things a little 
differently.  “The PTSS is a more tightly 
structured course than the CSRT and 
includes more CT topics. However, the 
APCSS course allows more time for student 
reflection and opportunities for relation-
ship/network building,” said Wither. “I have 
brought back some ideas from the CSRT to 
consider for PTSS, notably the morning news 
brief sessions and the student debates. “

Prof. James Wither conducts a presentation 
on Terrorism Strategies in the auditorium.

 Dr. Sam Mullins (far right) participates in a panel discussion with Dr. Amira Jadoon (middle) and Assoc. 
Prof. Elina Noor (far left) during CSRT 19-1. The topic was “After the ‘Caliphate.’

Jihadist Infiltration of Migrant Flows to Europe:  
Taking Stock of Recent Events

Dr. Sam Mullins last summer had an 
article on “Jihadist Infiltration of Migrant 
Flows into Europe” published by the Europe-
an Eye on Radicalization website. The paper 
was written while he was still at the Marshall 
Center.

According to Mullins, “Within Europe, 
police and intelligence services are working 

more closely with migration agencies, as 
both parties now realize the importance 
of cooperation. In some places, count-
er-terrorism officials have also reached out 
to local reception centers and homes for 
asylum-seekers (many of which are run by 
non-governmental enterprises) in order to 
provide them with basic training, covering 

cultural awareness, potentially suspicious 
behavior worth reporting, and information 
about known extremists who are active in 
the area. Importantly, this kind of outreach 
helps to build trust and provides frontline 
migration workers with useful points of 
contact in case they have concerns.”
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DoD Regional Centers collaborate on  
‘China’s Global Influence: Perspectives and Recommendations’

“China’s Global Influence: Perspectives 
and Recommendations,” edited by Scott D. 
McDonald and Michael C. Burgoyne, is a 
compilation of proceedings from the “China’s 
Global Reach: A Security Assessment” 
workshop held in early 2019.  This new 
book, as with the workshop, is the result of 
a unique collaboration among the five U.S. 
Department of Defense Regional Centers and 
several other organizations.

That workshop leveraged expertise and 
unique perspectives from all five Regional 
Centers* to examine the actions and inten-
tions of the People’s Republic of China. To 
understand how these global activities 
impact the United States, an analysis was 
conducted within the context of the PRC’s 
perspective of its own foreign policy and in 
an environment defined by strategic compe-
tition, as referenced in the 2017 U.S. National 
Security Strategy and 2018 U.S. National 
Defense Strategy.

“Our goal with this publication,” said 
Burgoyne, “was to provide a comprehensive 
look at PRC activities across regions and 
certain foreign policy tools they use for 
policymakers to assist them with addressing 
this challenge, and identifying areas of 
cooperation where possible.”

The book contains insights from a broad 
range of experts who formulated policy 
recommendations for defending state 
interests in the face of growing PRC asser-
tiveness. The scholarship, insights, and 
recommendations of the participants are 
collected in this volume for the benefit of 
policy-makers, practitioners, and scholars.

*The five DoD Regional Centers are the 
African Center for Strategic Studies, the Daniel 
K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center for Security 
Studies, the George C. Marshall European 
Center for Security Studies, the Near East 
South Asia Center for Strategic Studies, and 
the William J. Perry Center for Hemispheric 
Defense Studies.

A PDF of the book can be downloaded at 
https://apcss.org/ChinasGlobalInfluence

New paper on Synchronized Humanitarian,  
Military and Commercial Logistics

Several past and present DKI APCSS 
faculty members have co-authored a 
paper entitled: “Synchronized Human-

itarian, Military and Commercial Logistics: 
An Evolving Synergistic Partnership.”

The paper was published on October 5, 
2019, by the international journal Safety, 
and is authored by Pablo Yuste, Mark 
Childers, along with DKI APCSS faculty Dr. 
James Campbell, Dr. Deon Canyon and Dr. 
Benjamin Ryan.

“The military plays a growing role in 
supplementing and even leading human-
itarian assistance and disaster relief 
logistics,” the authors wrote.  “However, 
issues relating to military involvement such 
as sovereignty and cost have refocused the 
conversation onto capabilities and capac-
ities of commercial logistics providers, who 
have not been fully engaged and integrated 
into disaster preparedness, response, and 
recovery activities.”

Here’s the abstract:
“The increasing complexity and 

often transboundary scope of complex 
emergencies are exceeding the capacity of 
humanitarian logistics systems. The military 
plays a growing role in supplementing and 
even leading humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief logistics. However, issues 
relating to military involvement such as 
sovereignty and cost have refocused the 
conversation onto capabilities and capac-
ities of commercial logistics providers, who 
have not been fully engaged and integrated 
into disaster preparedness, response, and 
recovery activities. The commercial sector is 
part of the larger supply chain management 
system that includes contracting, 
procurement, storage, and transportation of 
food, water, medicine, and other supplies, 
as well as human resources, and necessary 
machinery and equipment. Military and 
commercial logistics share many of these 

elements and tasks daily. The most effective 
and efficient response combines key 
elements from humanitarian, military, and 
commercial logistics systems. Such trilateral 
cooperation represents the next step in an 
evolving partnership paradigm that is truly 
synergistic. We present a Synchronized 
Disaster Relief Model, as well as multiple 
examples of how military, commercial, and 
humanitarian supply chains each bring 
unique capabilities to disaster relief opera-
tions, and how these three supply chains 
can complement each other in a synergistic 
manner, through synchronized action.”

You can read the full article online 
at this link:  https://www.mdpi.
com/2313-576X/5/4/67 



F A C U L T Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  &  N E W S      |     w w w . a p c s s . o r g 37

Humanitarian Assistance:   
A Study Topic for All Security Practitioners

By Dr. Elizabeth Kunce
Today, all practitioners of international 

security should have a basic understanding 
of the international humanitarian system.  
In December 2019 the United Nations Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(UN OCHA) released its annual Global 
Humanitarian Overview (GHO) 2020.  

According to this annual report, in 2020 
nearly 170 million people worldwide need 
some form of humanitarian assistance and 
protection across more than 50 countries.    
Put simply, one in 45 people in the world 
require some form of humanitarian assis-
tance in their daily life.  

One cannot work in the field of interna-
tional security without coming in contact 
with the growing number of actors engaged 
in humanitarian assistance and development 
work. According to the ALNAP network 2018 

State of the Humanitarian System (SOHS), 
the total combined field personnel of the 
humanitarian sector numbered upwards of 
570,000 as of 2017. This figure represents an 
increase of nearly 30% since the last count in 
the SOHS report in 2013.  

Whether working in disaster response, 
public health, peacekeeping, counterterror-
ism, or economic development many will 
encounter actors from this very large and 
diverse professional community.  In order to 
better communicate and share operational 
space with the humanitarian community, 
there are a number of online resources one 
can look to in order to learn more about 
the scope of this professional field and its 
standards.  

Many of these resources are free or 
offer certifications for minimal expense. 
For example, the Harvard Humanitarian 

Initiative through EdX offers a selection of 
courses including, Humanitarian Response 
to Conflict and Disaster.  Meanwhile, the 
Geneva, Switzerland-based organization, 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance 
and Protection (PHAP), offers a professional 
credentialing program with certifications in: 
Understanding the Humanitarian Ecosys-
tem; International Legal Frameworks and 
Humanitarian Action; Applying Humanitar-
ian Principles in Practice; Cash and Voucher 
Assistance (CVA); Humanitarian Needs 
Assessment (HNA); and Monitoring, Evalua-
tion, Accountability, and Learning (MEAL).  

In a world filled with numerous protract-
ed conflicts and increasing humanitarian 
needs, learning more about the evolving 
and growing humanitarian system can only 
serve to benefit today’s many security actors 
operating in a shared space. 

that there was no consensus of which cyber 
attacks were state-to-state conflicts, which 
oftentimes inflated the incident count. Then, 
whenever their students identified a state-
to-state cyber conflict, they had to spend 
a lot of time to determine which sources 
were relevant and useful to determine the 
details of the attack. It was at that point that 
Eneken and Mika realized that they needed 
to write this book to help their students 
understand why and how inter-state conflict 
has come to manifest in the cyber domain. 
In a joint effort with Kristine Hovhannisyan 
(Tallinn University of Technology) and Mirva 
Salminen (University of Lapland), the book 
was published in November 2019.

Eneken said what surprised her the most 
about the book, after some reflection, was  
that professors told her that they loved the 
book, because it would help them to teach 
their college students cyber conflict and 
operations. Eneken said that her intent 
for writing the book was the complete 
opposite: she wanted people to use the book 
to discuss how to avoid and prevent cyber 
conflict through diplomacy, policy and 
technical solutions. 

In the next version of the book, Eneken 
intends to add a “how-to-use-the-book” 
section with discussion questions to help 
build cybersecurity awareness and inform 
the international conflict prevention 
dialogue. Additionally, Mika plans to expand 
the “effects” discussion by involving civilian 
cybersecurity experts and adding the techni-
cal details for each of the state-on-state 
cyber conflicts. By elaborating the technical 
effects, Mika hopes to engage a wider 
audience (beyond students, academics and 
policymakers) about conflict deterrence and 
inform cyber military doctrine(s). The next 
version of the book also will provide a more 
detailed account on which cyber attacks are 
state-on-state, and why they qualify as cyber 
conflict for the authors. 

On a final note, the book already contains 
reliable references, so that the reader can 
easily access the links for more information 
about each incident. If all goes as planned, 
Eneken and Mika both indicated their 
next book will be out sometime before 
summer 2020. Moreover, they already have a 
Cyber-Diplomacy Factbook in the pipeline. 
In the meantime, to download your copy 

of the Cyber Conflict Factbook book go to 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wYaG-
NbrQXyJuDjrrOoRWIv99f9PX_N5C/view. 

Eneke Tikk and Mika Kerttunen are authors of 
the recently published Cyber Conflict Factbook: 
Effect-Creating State-on-State Cyber Operations. 
This book examines 32 state cyber operations that 
resulted in changes in the condition or behavior of 
the targeted system or environment. It excludes 
operations involving espionage, intelligence 
operations, or cyberattacks where the effect was 
not materialized. Their purpose for writing the book 
was to bring clarity to the state of international 
cyber conflict.

Continued from page 13

F A C U L T Y  I N S I G H T S

A Behind-the-Scenes Look at the Cyber Conflict Factbook
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01. Kim Choon-goo 
Consul-General, Republic of Korea, 
Consulate in Honolulu

02. Dr. Rouben Azizian 
Director, Centre for Defence and  
Security Studies

03. Dr. Ou Si-Ru  
Acting Vice President, Institute for 
National Defense and Security Research, 
Taiwan

04. Ms. Sandra Oudkirk,  
Deputy Assistant Secretary Australia, 
New Zealand, and Pacific Islands 

05. Mr. Hanscom Smith,  
Consul General  Hong Kong and Macau

06. Mr. Douglas Britt 
Senior Advisor, USAID

07. Mr. John Lucio,  
 United States Senate Committee on 
Appropriations, Defense Subcommittee

08. AMB Jane Hardy,  
Consul-General Australia,  
Consulate in Honolulu

09. Capstone 19-4 Fellows

10. Major General Viet X. Luong 
Commanding General, U.S. Army Japan

11. Jed D'Ercole 
Senior Policy Advisor to U.S. Senator 
Mazie K. Hirono (D-HI)

12. Rear Adm. Robert Hayes 
Director, Joint Interagency Task Force 
(JIATF West) 

13. Adm Luechai Ruddit 
Commander In Chief, Royal Thai Navy

14. Lt. Gen. Seungkyum Kim,  
Vice Chief of Staff, Republic of Korea Army

15. MG Yoshiki Adachi 
Defense and Military Attache,  
Embassy of Japan in Washington D.C.

16. Maj. Gen. Dan McDaniel  
Deputy Commanding General-North,  
U.S Army Pacific 

16

04

08

11

D i s t i n g u i s h e d 

V I S I T O R S

DKI APCSS welcomes official visits as an important and valuable 
learning opportunity. In keeping with our ‘shared learning’ model 

we offer an opportunity for visitors to learn about our mission and 
we appreciate the opportunity to learn from our visitors about their 

organizations and their insights on Indo-Pacific security.
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Hails and Farewells

C E N T E R  N E W S

A r r i v a l s 

 h Maj. Quincy Boles - College
 h Dr. Srinivasan Sitaraman - College
 h LSSR Josiah K. Farrow - Resource Mgmt
 h YN3 Gabriel P. Collins - Admissions
 h Nelson G. Gasper - Visual Information Dept.
 h Maj. Armenio G. Salaguinto, Jr. - College
 h Lt. Col. Jason A. Clarke - College
 h Maj. Jeremy Brown - Regional Engagement Ops
 h Maj. Jerre V. Hansbourgh - College
 h Lt. Cmdr. Bradford L. Ednenfield - Resource 

Mgmt
 h Cmdr. David Mcelyea Jr. - College
 h Ms. Toni DiFante- Intern Program Coordinator
 h Dr. David Dorman - College
 h Dr. Samuel Mullins - College
 h Prof. Michael Burgoyne - College
 h Dr. John Hemmings - College
 h Dr. James Minnich - College

 h Mr. Wade Turvold - College
 h Dr. Ethan Allen - College
 h Maj. “JB” Brown US Army Fellow - College
 h Lt. Col. Michael B. Dorschner - College
 h Dr. Elizabeth Kunce - College
 h Maj. Joffre Lander - College
 h Cmdr. David Mcelyea Jr - College
 h Jake Ross - Information Technology

D e p a r t u r e s

 h Maj. Joffre Lander - College
 h Maj. Mikel Resnick - College
 h Maj. Qiana Harder - College
 h LS2 Zeek Granston -Resource Mgmt
 h Mr. Thomas Peterman - College
 h Mr. James Potenza - Intern Program Coordinator
 h Dr. Benjamin Ryan - College
 h Dr. Jag Mohan Malik - College
 h Lt. Col. Scott McDonald - College

 h COL James Minnich - College
 h Mr. Matthew Samson - Information Services
 h Col. Van Thai - College

V i s i t i n g  F e l l o w s ,  
S c h o l a r s  &  I n t e r n s

Arrivals
 h Ms. Teerakarn Pongpidjayamaad- Visiting 

Scholar
 h Mr. David Shananan- Visiting Scholar
 h Ms.  Elizeh Basim - Intern
 h Luka Bakic- Intern
 h Anu Anwar- Intern

Departures 
 h Nicholas Cain - Intern
 h Andrew Ladi - Intern
 h Nicholas Poghen - Intern
 h Mercedes C. Fichett- Visiting Scholar

Three DKI APCSS Officers retired 
from active duty recently. 

U.S. Navy Cmdr. Edwin Whiting 
retired aboard the USS Missouri 
(BB 63) after more than 28 years 
in the Navy at 19 different duty 
stations. 

U.S. Army Col. James Minnich 
retired after 37 years of 
exemplary service, including 
Secretary of the United Nations 
Command Military Armistice 
Commission in Korea. Minnich 
later returned to the DKI APCSS 
College as a professor. 

U.S. Army Lt. Col. Michael 
C. Burgoyne retired after 21 
years of faithful service. He 
also returned to the Center as 
a professor in the College of 
Security Studies. 
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Tom Patykula is considered by many to 
be the “face” of DKI APCSS. His is the 
first face Fellows see when they arrive 

at the airport for a course, and one of the 
last faces they see when leaving the Center. 
Fellows see him almost every day during a 
course and most weekends, when he and his 
team escort the Fellows on team-building 
and educational outings. He and his team 
encourage and help Fellows every step of 
the way. As DKI APCSS admissions chief, 
Patykula and his staff have the awesome 
responsibility of recruiting, admissions, logis-
tics, team-building and maintaining alumni 
connections for the Center. 

His department shoulders much of the 
responsibility in seeing that Fellows are 
safe, housed, fed, entertained and fully 
engaged in the course, and he does it with 
style. During his briefings to the Fellows, 
he can discuss the most sensitive issues 
with candor, authenticity and clarity that is 
sometimes comical, but always entertaining 
and memorable. Yet, he can smoothly shift 
gears to serious if he doesn’t think the point 
is being understood. Many Fellows have said 
that he has left a lasting positive impression 
with them. 

Considered by many to be a firm but fair 
leader, Patykula never asks his department 
to do work that he wouldn’t do himself. 
Patykula sets a grueling pace for his team 
and they always meet the challenge.

“I’m not the kind of guy who sits in the 
office and tells everybody what to do,” he 

Note: Currents will begin a series entitled 
“Employee Spotlight.” Each issue will feature 
one of DKI APCSS’ outstanding employees.

explained. “I take my job very seriously. Any 
type of event where the majority of the class 
is somewhere, that’s where I am.” 

Patykula’s legendary leadership attributes 
didn’t appear overnight. He grew up in 
Norfolk under the rule of a Navy senior chief 
engineer, his dad, who sounded reveille for 
Patykula and his two brothers each morning 
with a piercing, high-pitched boatswain’s 
pipe. 

“I was a newspaper boy and he’d have me 
out at four o’clock every morning delivering 
papers, all the way through to my senior 
year in high school,” Patykula reminisced. 
His father led his family by example and 
eventually retired as a lieutenant after 28 
years.  

Patykula attended Norview High where 
he was the football team captain, and made 
all-state. He also played football for two 
more years while attending Virginia Military 
Institute. After suffering “too many” ankle 
injuries he turned to wrestling and his 
leadership skills once again, propelled him 
to the position of team captain.

After college, Patykula taught fifth-
graders for six months before receiving his 
commission in the Army in March 1975 as 
an infantry officer and Airborne Ranger. His 
Army career spanned 27 years in a variety of 
billets and duty stations, then ended here at 
DKI APCSS as a lieutenant colonel assigned 
as admissions department chief. 

After retiring from the Army in 2003, 
Patykula applied and was selected for his 
current position as admissions chief after 
competing against other candidates. 

He has served under five directors, 
executed 182 courses, and supported 
countless events and workshops. 

“When I first started out, we had a course 
of like thirty something people,” he said. 
“Now we’re up to the hundreds, and have 
more diversity. Back then, it was all men, all 
military. Then we started getting military 
and government civilians. Then we started 
getting women, and now we’re getting 
even more diversity, like IOs, NGOs, more 
women, the courses are bigger. I’ve seen the 
evolution.”

Center faculty, staff and leadership have 
all witnessed the lasting impact Patykula 
has on Fellows. According to DKI APCSS 
Director Pete Gumataotao, “When I travel 
in the region and meet with alumni, the 
one person Fellows always ask about is Tom 
Patykula. He is widely recognized and appre-
ciated as the face of DKI APCSS.”

Continue on next page 

Name: Tom Patykula 
Age: 67 
Hometown: Norfolk, VA 
Education: Norview High School 
Military: Army, enlisted on March 1975 
Years of Service: 45 (27 Army, 18 Civil 
Service) 
Position: Chief of Admissions 
Strength: Authenticity 
Weakness: Popeye’s Fried Chicken
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Comprehensive Crisis Management 
Course (CCM) 20-1 

 January 23 – February 26

Space Security Workshop 
January 30

Gendered Security Workshop  
February 18

The Indo-Pacific Strategy Workshop 
No.3

March 10 - 12

Comprehensive Maritime Security 
Cooperation (CMSC) 20-1  

March 19 - April 17

Indo-Pacific Orientation  
Course (IPOC) 20-1  

May 4 -  8

Transnational Security  
Cooperation (TSC) 20-1 

June 7 -  12

Comprehensive Security Responses 
to Terrorism Course (CSRT) 20-1 

July 16 - August 14

Advance Security Cooperation (ASC) 
Course 20-1 

September 17 - October 21

Dates are subject to change. Go to apcss.org/event/  
for latest updates and most current scheduling information

What next for Patykula? 
“I plan to keep working as long as I enjoy 

my job, which I enjoy very much. My health 
is good and I’m not feeble-minded, at least 
I don’t think I am,” he joked. “I seem to be 
contributing and I’m feeling good about 
what I’m doing, so I’m going to keep working 
as long as I can.

“You know, I really like meeting people from 
other countries and I like our mission, getting 
people to know one another, build relation-
ships and trying to make the whole world a 
better place,” he concluded.

Inevitably, Patykula will retire and plans 
to move to Florida to be closer to family. 
When that happens, he’ll pass the torch to 

someone else, but his trademark phrase will 
never be forgotten.

The words “Mahalo for Your Kokua” 
(Thank you for your kind cooperation) will 
surely ring on in the hearts and minds of 
many if not all who’ve passed through the 
doors of DKI APCSS.

Patykula from pg. 41
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Dean 
Capt. Carleton Cramer, U.S. Navy (Ret.)

Associate Dean of Operations 
Col. Gene Richards.

Fa c u lt y
Dr. Ethan Allen - Crisis Management; Oceania; 

Appropriate Science and Technology
Dr. Virginia Bacay–Watson - Science & 

Technology Policy, S.E. Asia, Water Security
Maj. Jeremy “JB” Brown, U.S. Army* 

- Combined Arms Warfare, Counter-
Insurgency Operations, Strategy, Leadership

Maj. Antony Brown, U.S. Air Force** 
-Aircraft Maintenance, Defense Acquisition 
Management

Prof. Michael C. Burgoyne - Security 
Cooperation; International Affairs, China and 
Taiwan

Dr. Miemie Winn Byrd - U.S. – Burma/
Myanmar relations, Asia-Pacific economics, 
organizational development/innovation, 
adult learning/education, Southeast Asia, 
Leadership and Gender & Security

Dr. Deon Canyon - Crisis Leadership & 
Management; Complex Systems and 
Strategic Thinking; Oceania.

Dr. Sungmin Cho - Korea, China and 
Geopolitics of Northeast Asia

Lt. Cmdr. Ben Crowell, U.S. Coast Guard * - 
Maritime Homeland Security

Dr. David Dorman - Foreign Policy, 
International Relations | China, East Asia

Lt. Col. Michael B. Dorschner, U.S. Army 

- NE Asia Security, Security Cooperation, 
China, Mongolia, Hong Kong.

Dr. Lori Forman -- Development Assistance, 
Economics, Public-Private Partnerships and 
Civil Society

Maj. Jerre Hansbrough, U.S. Army* - 
Infrastructure Development, Sea Level 
Change and Organizational Leadership

Dr. J. Scott Hauger - Environment Security; 
Climate Change; Global Commons; Science; 
Technology and Policy.

Dr. John Hemmings - Japan, the Korean 
Peninsula, the US Alliance system, the Indo-
Pacific and 5G & National Security.

Dr. Elizabeth Kunce - International 
Humanitarian Assistance; Disaster 
Response; Secu rity Cooperation; 
International Relations; Civil-Military 
Operations; Soft Power; & Democratic 
Policing.

Prof. J. “Lumpy” Lumbaca - Counter-
Terrorism, Indo-Pacific Security Cooperation, 
Crisis Management and Interagency Affairs.

Capt. Kimberley B. McCann, U.S. Navy - 
International Law

Capt. Jim McMullin, U.S. Navy - Security 
Cooperation, Foreign Military Sales

Dr. James M. Minnich - Koreas, Negotiations, 
Gendered Security, Education Security 
Sector Development, Organizational 
Change, Leadership

Dr. Inez Miyamoto - Cybersecurity, 
Transnational Crimes, Supply Chain Security, 
Resilience Development, Intellectual 
Property Rights, & Women Peace and 
Security.

Dr. Sam Mullins - Terrorism, Counter-
Terrorism, Preventing and Countering Violent 
Extremism

Assoc. Pro. Elina Noor - International Security, 
International Law & Cyberspace; Countering 
Violent Extremism; Southeast Asia 

Dr. Al Oehlers - Economics, Southeast Asia, 
Pacific Islands, Space Security.

Lt. Col. Tim Rawson - College Operations
Maj. Armenio G. Salaguinto, U.S. Marine 

Corps – College Operations
Dr. Srinivasan Sitaraman -- Regional Conflict, 

South Asia, Geopolitics, Technology & 
International Security, UN & International 
Law, Global Governance

Prof. Shyam Tekwani - Terrorism, South Asia, 
Media & Security, India

Prof. Wade Turvold -- Maritime Security, 
Strategy, National Security, Military 
Operations

Dr. Alexander Vuving - Asian Security, China, 
Vietnam, Southeast Asia, South China Sea 

Dr. William A. Wieninger -- Weapons of 
Mass Destruction and Nuclear Deterrence, 
Energy Security, and Countering Terrorism, 
Geopolitics, Indonesia, Cyber security, and 
Women, Peace, and Security

Dr. Saira Yamin -- Negotiation, Conflict 
Resolution and Peacebuilding; Gender and 
Security; South Asia; State Fragility and 
Stabilization Processes

* Denotes Service Fellow in a six-month or 
one year assignment.

** Regional Engagement Operations Officer

O f f i c e  o f  t h e  D i r e c t o r

As of December 31, 2019

A d m i s s i o n s  &  B u s i n e s s 
O p e r at i o n s 

Dean - Richard Sears

A d m i s s i o n s
Chief - Tom Patykula
Registrar - Pearl Peiler
Recruiter - Terry Slattery
Alumni - John Gasner 
Email:  AdmissionsDept@apcss.org
alumnidivision@apcss.org

C o l l e g e  o f  S e c u r i t y  S t u d i e s

P u bl i c  A f fa i r s
Chief - Mary Markovinovic
Public Affairs Specialist - Bob Goodwin
Digital Comm. Specialist - Allan Criss
PAO Photographer - Joe Rini
APCSS Link - Michael Shimechero 

C u r r e n t s   
e d i t o r i a l  b o a r d

Mary Markovinovic
Dr. Virginia Bacay Watson  
Dr. Miemie Byrd
Jo Gardiner
Bob Goodwin 
John Gasner   
Col. James M. Minnich
Dr. Al Oehlers  
Dr. Ethan Allen
Michael C. Burgoyne

Stay connected with DKI APCSS...

www.apcss.org

Director 
Retired Rear Adm. Peter A. Gumataotao, 
U.S. Navy

Deputy Director 
Retired Brig. Gen. James T. Hirai, U.S. Army

Development Advisor 
Dr. Lori Forman
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Security Nexus 
A new journal from the Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies, is a free, open access, 
international, peer-reviewed, online publication by DKI APCSS faculty and alumni. 

The online journal features original research, reviews, policy papers, and management articles in the 
broad area of security cooperation with a special focus on security-sector development, crises, disas-
ters, counter-terrorism, maritime, and other transnational security challenges.

The core business of Security Nexus is to:

 f Serve as a security cooperation journal for all DKI 
APCSS Alumni (Faculty and Fellows)

 f Create a legitimate vehicle for alumni to share 
their work, insights and achievements 

 f Support regional security cooperation by dissem-
inating timely policy guidance and information

 f Raise the profile of DKI APCSS alumni as security 
professionals throughout the Indo-Pacific region

DKI APCSS Alumni can submit papers or articles via email  
to the “Editor” at nexus@apcss.org

Information about submissions can be found on the  
Security Nexus journal site at:apcss.org/nexus


