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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The Indo-Pacific Orientation Course (IPOC) 22-2 will be held from 14-18 November 2022. This 
course provides an executive education experience for mid-career to senior-level security 
practitioners to enhance their ability to engage in cooperative security efforts advancing a free 
and open Indo-Pacific.  IPOC offers a unique opportunity for security practitioners with an 
extraordinary range of professional experience, levels of education and perspectives to engage 
intensively on regional security issues.   

Plenary presentations during the course highlight the role played by good governance, 
cooperation, and the rules-based order in promoting traditional military security, economic 
security, cyber security, maritime security, and climate security, among other spheres.  Those 
plenary presentations are augmented with daily small seminar sessions that consolidate learning, 
elicit diverse perspectives and promote critical thinking and analysis among fellows.   

DKI APCSS encourages all fellows to attend IPOC in person to maximize the informal 
interaction that augments the curriculum and fosters long-term connections.  We do recognize 
that some fellows cannot make the trip to Honolulu.  For this reason, DKI APCSS has developed 
a highly effective system for integrating virtual fellows into IPOC. Incorporating virtual fellows 
allows us to bring together a mix of in-resident and online fellows in a seamless environment for 
shared learning. 

IPOC is tuition-free. Fellows or sending organizations are responsible for travel, lodging, per 
diem and other incidental costs.   

COURSE STRUCTURE 

IPOC is organized around three themes:  Regional Overviews, Security Approaches to the Indo-
Pacific, and Crosscutting Challenges & Opportunities.  The planned presentations in each theme 
and the timing of all activities are included in the attached Course Agenda. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES.  

IPOC is designed to educate, connect, and empower the fellows attending the course: 

 Educate: Through IPOC, fellows are able to (a) better understand strategic issues, trends, 
and challenges in the Indo-Pacific; (b) critically and objectively analyze key security 
dynamics and trends in the region; (c) enhance their knowledge and shared understanding 
of countries and sub-regions in the Indo-Pacific; (d) identify and assess opportunities and 
barriers for building good governance and resilient capacity in the Indo-Pacific; and (e) 
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understand the strategic significance of regional security cooperation for the U.S. and its 
allies and partner nations.   

 Connect: Fellows (a) expand the community of security practitioners who they can draw 
on to better accomplish their institutional missions; (b) enhance civil-military relations 
and security sector cooperation and effectiveness; and (c) integrate into a DKI APCSS 
alumni network of academics, analysts, and practitioners working the Indo-Pacific.   

 Empower: Fellows are empowered by their (a) enhanced capacity to capitalize on 
opportunities for collaboration and cooperation; (b) increased capacity to advance good 
governance, security sector integration, and cooperation; and (c) ability to identify and 
address limits to security cooperation. 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

Presentations and seminar discussions are facilitated by experienced professors who adhere to 
the Center’s guiding principles of transparency, mutual respect, and inclusion (TMI). All 
discussions take place in a non-attribution academic environment. As noted earlier, DKI APCSS 
faculty leverage fellows’ knowledge and expertise to enrich discussions and fellows connect with 
each other to build networks and partnerships that will benefit their professional work.   

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Fellows are required participate in the full 40-hour, one-week program by:  

 Attending 15 plenary sessions.      

 Participating in 10 seminar sessions. Each day, fellows will meet in two seminar sessions 
for small group discussions and activities.   

 Attending four elective sessions.  Tuesday through Friday, fellows can choose from a rich 
menu of security topics to customize their experience and broaden their knowledge on 
topics of interest.  

 Reviewing required readings in advance.  Fellows will prepare for each of the 15 plenary 
sessions by reviewing readings that are posted to the Center’s online Learning 
Management System (LMS).   

 Participating in three networking sessions. Fellows will participate in a Monday morning 
seminar networking and introduction session.  Further networking opportunities are 
available through the Tuesday course networking and pizza lunch and a Friday late-
afternoon post-course reception.  Fellows who choose to join the lunch and the reception 
are asked to make a $10 voluntary contribution to offset the cost of the events.  

FELLOW QUALIFICATIONS 

IPOC fellows must be able to participate in the full 40-hour program and be: 

 Mid-career to senior-level U.S. military or civilian officials in grades O-4 to O-8, CW3-
CW5, E-9, GS-12 to SES, FSO 01-03, and equivalents. 
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 In a position that involves operating or decision-making in international or inter-
governmental settings relevant to the Indo-Pacific.  

In addition, a small number of security practitioners of equal rank and responsibility will be 
invited from U.S. ally and partner nations on a self-funded basis. All attendees should 
demonstrate aptitude or potential for graduate-level studies. IPOC has a senior executive seminar 
(SES) for high-ranking military and civilian fellows.  

In-resident fellows must offer proof that they have been fully vaccinated for COVID-19 as 
defined by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.   
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/proof-of-vaccination.html 

Online fellows will need daily access to a computer with headphones, a camera, reliable internet 
access, and Microsoft Teams.  

Military and civilian fellows must be nominated by their respective organizations to fill 
allocations set by DKI APCSS. Nominations of international fellows will be forwarded to the 
U.S. Embassy Security Cooperation Office (SCO) in their home country. A select number of 
course seats are reserved for web-based self-nominations. Each course nomination must be 
submitted to the Center’s recruiter by the established deadline. Final approval of the applicant is 
contingent on the Course Manager’s acceptance based on the qualifications of the applicant.  

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS & ALUMNI BENEFITS 

Graduating IPOC fellows will have successfully demonstrated course competencies through 
active engagement in all aspects of the program, including full course attendance in plenaries and 
seminars, completion of all activities, and mutually respectful engagements in plenaries and 
seminars. IPOC is not graded.     

Graduating IPOC fellows become alumni of DKI APCSS, joining an ever-expanding network of 
over 14,000 security practitioners from around the world. Our world-class online library 
resources are available to all course members during IPOC and are exclusively available to our 
international alumni after the course to help them stay current in the region and support lifelong 
learning and continued collaboration with the staff and faculty of DKI APCSS.    
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